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Surplusses For Abbott vs Bread and Butter 


By JOHN A. FRASER 


“CANADA’S AIM MUST BETO 
cut down the excess purchasing power 
in the hands of the people,’’ stated 
James Sinclair in the House of Com- 
monsrecently. ‘‘The government has 
done this by: (1) Taxation, (2) Credit 
Restrictions, (3) Cutting out non- 
essential spending. ”’ 

This means that it is the consider - 
ed opinion of the government that the 
masses of the people have more money 
than they know what to do with; more 
than they can spend without extrava- 
gance. Government policy is to tax 
the people beyond the need. 

Think this over in connection with 
the tremendous surplus of half a bil- 
lion dollars amassed during the first 
six months of this fiscal year. This 
really means that the government has 
extractedfrom every worker and sal- 
aried person $100. 00 in excess of the 
needs of government. How would you 
feelif youhad that extra hundred dol- 
lars in your pocket? 

It looks to measifthe government 
has abandoned its former policy of 
being the party of the ‘‘little fellow. ’’ 
And how does its new policy fit into 
the soaring cost of living, now at an 


alltime high? The government claims 
that this high cost of living is due to 
the amount of money it is spending on 
the defence program. Finance Min- 
ister Abbott in his budget address 
estimated that defence costs would be 
1.6 billion dollars, or $134 million a 
month, during the fiscal year. Five 
months have gone by and if this ex- 
penditure had been made it would have 
cost $670 million to date, but it is a 
fact that only $365 million have been 
spent on defences during this period. 
Asa result of this (misjudgement) 
our dollar isnow worth on an average 
only 71 1/2 cents. In many instances 
the drop has been even greater. Our 
present fuel and light dollar will buy 
only 67 1/2% of what it would in pre- 
war times; our clothing dollar 49% and 
our building dollar a scant 34 1/2%. 
The Canadian taxpayers do not 
object to paying whatever taxes are 
necessary for the purpose of discharg- 
ing the necessary obligations of sound 
government - but they do object to a 
levy out of proportion to the necess- 
ities of the occasion - a levy which 
takes bread and butter from the needy 
in order to build up unused surplusses. . 


ie Lae eS 


T O THE 


eee MAN WITHOUT A COUNTRY. 

I have read with much interest and 
some distaste the letter by Mr. H. A. 
Traxler in the Decembker issue of the 
Northwest Digest supporting the sug- 
gestion that Canada should ‘‘hook up’’ 
with the United States and make one 
“sreat’’ country. To my point of view 
there is no possibility, much less a 
reason for such a union even in the 
distant future. So long as we have the 
English, Scottish, Irish and French 
blood in our immediate and past back- 
ground, a union is certainly impos- 
sible. No Canadian with such origin 
would think of drowning our mere four- 
teen million population in the one hun- 
dred and fifty million people in the 
United States. Such an event, in my 
estimation, lies hundreds of years in 
the future when our blood would be so 
mixed that we could claim no country 

--as the-place of our origin. 
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The people of Canada today would 
turn the proposition down, in my esti- 
mation, withat least ninety per cent. 
The American people are our friends 
now, but I fear would be our masters 
under amalgamation. 

Mr. Traxler speaks like a man 
without a country; he evidently does 
not like Canada and is looking for 
something that he thinks would be 
better. Today he is like a man going 


along bumping with a flat tire and 
doesn’t know what to do about it. 

With the States we are now good 
friends, and we should adhere to the 
“Good Neighbor’’ policy. Familiarity 
might breed contempt. Canada woulé 
surely be submerged in the great sea 
of United States population. 

R. D. Cumming. 

Ashcroft, B.C. 


continued next page 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Cont'd. 


MORE PROTESTS.... 


Why.the hell. do youclutter up your 
Digest with such letters as that of Mr. 
H. A. Traxler of Finmore, B.C. ? It 
only means more protests from your 
real Canadian readers against such 
illiteracy. 

In this case one naturally asks: 
does the gentleman carry a pearl- 
handled six-shooter or does he hunt 
Game with a Springfield Army Rifle? 
or indeed. if in dispute with our Nat- 
ives does he knock them cold with his 
bare fists? 

If only a retired N.W.M.P. In- 
spector would grant him a brief in- 
terview,much useful Canadian inform- 
ation would be acquired. 

But what Canadian wishes to adopt 
The American Way of Life? -forthat 
matter who in the World does? Sure- 
ly he must ‘‘take-in’’ ‘“‘TIME’’ Mag- 
azine--a mutual benefit, no doubt. 

He should realize that the Statue 
of Liberty requires reconditioning and 
alteration. In place of The Torch 
should be substituted a huge wooden 
American Dollar - placed up-side- 
down, so that its Motto might be well 
observed. 

Harper Reed. 
Atlin, B.C. 


THERE IS NO EXCUSE.... 


The late George Bernard Shaw once 
wrote that ‘If you do not say a thing 
in an irritating way you may just as 
well not say it at all, since nobody 
will trouble themselves about anything 
that does not troublethem.’’ This, ev- 
idently,is Mr. Lindsay’s guiding light. 
In one letter to the editor he praises 
Americans and everything American; 
in the other he denounces them most 
vehemently. 

His change of opinion was apparent- 
ly brought about because an American 
tourist jostled him in the bank. In his 
letter Mr. Lindsay remarked that one 
of his ancestors was pushed by some- 
one and speedily planted the man where 
he was able to do no more pushing. 
From the tone of Mr. Lindsay’s letter 
one is led to believe that had dueling 
still been stylish, the streets of Ques- 
nel would have echoed to the clash of 
cutlass and throaty roar of dueling 
pistol as he fought it out with the en- 
tire United States. Brave fellow, but 
it seems to me that instead of the 
swordinthe hand attitude, a little rat- 
ionalthought would be more in order. 

Inthe first place if a country is to 
be condemned because of the actions 
of its citizens abroad, Canada is no 
paragon. Along the Europeancoast the 
inhabitants sum up Canadian seamen 
very expressively--worse pigs than 
the Germans. Certainly Canadians 
cannot be condemned because of the 
actions of a few incorrigible seamen, 
any more than they can be judged by 
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the actions of the Canadian soldiers 
recently involved in the Korean mur- 
ders. Unfortunately the way of the 
world seems to be that we are so jud- 
ged. Among nations speaking different 
languages and suspicious of one an- 
other, there isa slight excuse for such 
stupid generalizations; between Can- 
ada and the United States, there is no 
excuse. 

Among the things for which Mr. 
Lindsay berates the Americans is their 
advertising. ‘‘Tums for the tummy, 
tum,tum’’ he says. If Americans are 
to be condemned for their advertising, 
the Eskimo should be condemned for 
wearing skins and the South Sea Is- 
lander condemned for living in palm 
huts. It is their way of life, as much 
as advertising is part of the American 
way of life. And here again before con- 
demning others we should clean our 
own doorstep. It would be a difficult 
problem. Infact we would rapidly dis- 
cover that without advertising, our 
present standard of living would be 
impossible. 

For instance, without advertising 
a magazine could not exist for more 
than a Single issue, our newspapers 
wouldn’t be able to roll a wheel, and 
the bulk of our radio programs would 
fade overnight. A subsidy would be 
the alternative, and it is an old axiom 
that the one who pays the fiddler, calls 
the tune. I cannot imagine a govern- 
ment that controlledthe presses thro- 
ugh a subsidy tolerating criticism. 
Certainly Communist publications are 
not noted for abiding by the principles 
of free speech. 

Mr. Lindsay also doubts what he 
calls the myth of American superior- 
ity, philanthropy and know-how. While 
he didn’t mention what he doubted about 
their superiority, their philanthropy is 
no myth. The libraries dotted across 
Canada and across the world with the 
name Carnegie over the door tell their 
own story, as does the billions of dol- 
lars of lend-lease distributed among 
the Allied forces during the war.Then, 
too, the recent report of the Royal 
Commissionon the Arts and Sciences 
makes interesting reading to anyone 
under the impression that American 
philanthropy is a myth. 

With regard to American know-how 
and initiative, facts again tell their 
story. During the last war they built 
the Alaska highway in a little over a 
year through more than a thousand 
miles of Canadian wilderness; they 
built a chain of airfields around the 
world; they built hundreds of thousands 
of aeroplanes, over 60,000,000 tons 
of shipping, anda navy bigger than the 
combined fleets of the world. Then, 
too, they built a nation of 150, 000, 000 
ina little over eight generations. What 
have we done? 

We have managed to accumulate a 
population a bare one tenth of that of 
America; for decades we have lost to 


the United States a yearly average of 
50,000 of our doctors, engineers, 
business-men andour most able cit- 
izens in general because of lack of 
opportunity in the world’s potentially 
greatest country; after thirty years of 
dilly-dallying we are planning the St. 
Lawrence seaway project; we are fin- 
ally getting around to building a trans- 
Canada highway; and we are going © 
ahead with the vast Aluminum pro- 
ject in B.C. However even this last 
development was in danger of falling 
through because the Americans would- 
n’t guarantee to take a substantial por- 
tion of the output. I went ahead only 
when according to Time magazine, 
Britain agreed to take a healthy slice 
of the Aluminum and stand good for 
almost 50,000,000 of the estimated 
150, 000, 000 doliars being spent on the 
initial development. 

If Mr. Lindsay thinks my sym- 
pathies lie with the United States, he 
is right; if he thinks I am pro-Amer- 
ican, heis right; if he thinks I am anti- 
Canadian, he is wrong. A man can 
love his wife and still enjoy an even- 
ing over the fire hall with the boys. I 
like to believe the same thing about 
nations. Canadians love Canada, but 
there is nothing to stop us enjoying 
the company of Americans. We have 
a reputation of being the two most 
friendly nations in the world, surely 
the action of one American isn’t jus- 
tification for rising and slandering 
150, 000, 000. At least I don’t think so. 

If Mr. Lindsay wishes to pursue the 
matter further, [hereby challenge him 
to a duel, but I take the liberty of 
choosing the weapons---a bottle of 
over-proof rum and two glasses. And 
may the better man crawl home. 

Arthur Downs, Radio Officer, 
S.S. Lake Minnewanka. 
Beira, Portuguese East Africa. 


Mr. Downs expects to arrive home to 


Canada and Quesnel, in April. The 
outcome of the challenge will be 
published inour June issue. — Eds. 


TRULY DEMOCRATIC MEDIUM. . 

Was sorry to hearI missed the boat 
on the pictorial edition. However we 
did enjoy the December issue and the 
wonderful map of British Columbia. 

Your Norihwest Digest has perhaps 
more reader interest than you realize. 
In our home we have a girl 8 years of 
age and one 6 who insist we read every 
story to them. This is the first mag- 
azine we have ever seen that is so in- 
teresting to both young and old. Be- 
sides being one of the best advertise- 
ments I have ever seen for British Col- 
umbia, your magazine in its ‘letters 
to the editors’’ make possible a truly 
democratic medium where-in people 
can express themselves and thereby 
create better understanding and gre- 
ater accomplishment. 

Robert F. Schutte. 

Mankato, Minnesota, U.S. A. 
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Squawmen’s Union 


By W.D. MacBRIDE 


QO NE OF MY FIRST recollections 
after reaching Whitehorse in the 
spring of 1914 was meeting a famous 
character Harry (Shorty) Chambers, 
who induced me to join the ‘“‘Squaw- 
men’s Union, ’’ which called for‘ ‘drinks 
on the house.’’ ‘‘Shorty’’ had been in 
the horse trading game along the Al- 
berta-Montana border and drifted into 
the Yukon in Klondike days. He started 
atrading post at Champagne, 60 miles 
north of Whitehorse, raised a family 
and continued in the trading business 
until his demise a few years ago. 
The Squawmen’s Union was of 
course one of those ‘‘joke’’ organiza- 
tions like the‘‘ Ancient Order of Fleas,’’ 
“‘National Liars Club,’’ etc. Member- 
ship cards were printed and circulated 
by “‘Shorty, ’’ the dues bieng something 
along the lines of my initiation. Fac- 
simile of the card is shown below. 


Wiley Post were presented with mem- 
bership cards by Capt. Norman Marion 
at Dawson City on their northern flight 
which ended so tragically at Point 
Barrow, Alaska. 

As the interest of the travelling 
public increased, itbecame necessary 
to organize a ladies’ branch of the 
Union, which is known as ‘‘Ladies 


Auxiliary of the Yukon Order of the 
Squawmen’s Union, Klootches of the 
” reading as follows: 


Having succeeded so well with his 


initial venture into the fields of social 
organizations, 
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Gopher Tongues with Wild Sage 
Salted Porcupine Quills 


Brown Beans with Wild Onions 


with Moose Milk. 
WINES & LIQUORS. 
Perry Davis Pain Killer (Don’t drink it all 
Extract Lemon Extract Ginger. 
Golden Wedding Rye (1 oz. to each person) 
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Compound (for free) 


EP 


a, 
od 


Through the years this ‘‘Union’’ 
enjoyed a very large membership and 
became of interest to Tourists, so the 
cards have been reprinted many times 
and are now sold in a Novelty Store in 
Whitehorse. The late Will Rogers and 


evolved another deal known as ‘‘Gophe 
License, ’’ copy herewith: 
Wandering around the outskirts of 
town, ‘‘Shorty’’ would occasionally 
spot a young fellow witha 22 rifle snip- 
ing gophers, so he would tap him on 
the shoulder and say ‘‘Have you got a 
gopher license ?’’ Withthe reply in the 
negative he would produce the license 
card and collect from the victim $1. 00 
or $2. 00, which sum inthe early 1900’s 
would procure a crock of G & W Rye. 
In those days the trading post at 
Champagne was connected with White- 
horse by a roughtrail blazed out of the 
wilderness, which later was to be 
followed by the Alaska Highway. Dur- 
ing the winter period of heavy snow, 
communication was via dog team and 
consequently many of the luxuries of 
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MENU 


LeBarge Cocktail (Eno’s Fruit Salts and Gordon Gin) 


SOUP 
Cross Fox Boullion 


RE LISHES 
Dried Salmon Strips 
ROASTS 


Indian Gravy. 
Rabbit’s Blood Sauce. 


Marten Liver Sauce. 
Gophers stuffed with Baby Mice 


ENTREES. 


Klushu King Salmon, broiled and basted with Oolichan Oil 
Owl’s Eyes, Poached on Hardtack. 
White Weasel’s Brains in Marmot Grease. 
Braised Mink Hearts 


Muskrat Potpie with ‘‘Dough Gods. ’’ 


Fricasse of Ptarmigan, Grayling Sauce. 


VEGETABLES 
White Beans with Wild Onions 
DESSERT 


Stewed Evaporated Apples. 
“Dough Gods’’ with Molasses 


Hardtack with Moose Cheese. 


Ice Worms in Vinegar. 
Bear Berries 


Moss Berries. 
Low Bush Cranberries. 


, it’s the thermometer. ) 


TOBACCO’S 


Kinni-kinnick leaves mixed with Bull Durham for cigarettes. 
Cigars (One Owl each. ) 


CHASER 


Seidleitz Powders (To be taken separately and prize to guest who holds 
them down the longest. 


Eno’s Fruit Salts (for the boys who want to play it safe. ) 
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PART THREE OF THE 


Case of The Frozen Brides 


SYNOPSIS 


Charles Percival Leicester, or the Honor- 
able Percy, ashe was known around Lillooet, had 
given up his dreams of growing rich by investing 
portions of his quarterly remittances in fabulous 
mines, for they somehow only left him the poorer 
Instead he haddonnedhis finery, including striped 
trousers, cutaway, monocle and suavely persuaded 
the richest widow in town to marry him. It was 
quicker to acquire $50. 000 that way. 

Following a lengthy honeymoon in the western 
states and a sojournat the provincial capital, they 
took up residence at Lillooet again in a new home 
built on the site of the Hon. Percy’s old shack, 
much to the chagrinof town residents who had ex- 
pected him to disappear as soonas he got his hands 
on the widow’s money. 

Everything went along blissfully for a time un- 
til one morning Percy arrived at McCarthy’s sa- 
loon attired in dressing gown and sun helmet and 
through violent spasms of grief followed by a couple 
of drinks announced that his wife was dead....... 

Thoughit was generally conceded that Percy’s 
grief was equal to the occasion, both Dr. McFar- 
land and the constable agreed that there was some- 
thing ‘fishy’ about the demise of Percy’s bride. 
According to the Doc’s autopsy there was no reason 
for the death; no bruises, marks of violence or 
traces of poison. Nor had she been strangled or 
suffocated. Her heart had been sound, as had her 
other vital organs. In fact she had been good for 
many years...but she was dead, and her corpse 
was the coldest the Doc had ever worked on - too 
cold. 

In fact the Doc was willing to swear that the 
body was only a couple of degrees above freezing 
temperature, a phenomenon which was hard to re- 
concile with the torrid summer weather. 

Doc, the constable and the J.P. agreed that 
despite the fact that the cause of death was un- 
known, they had no grounds on which to hold the 
Hon. Percy, whereupon that worthy gentleman 
once the funeral was over, locked up the Bunga- 
low and departed for distant parts to assuage his 
great sorrow. 

By spring of the next year the Hon. Percy was 
again married, this time to the childless widow 
of « prosperous Montreal Brewer. Lillooet was 
agog with curiosity when on a summer day Percy, 
with his new bride stepped off the stage. A third 
passenger, who at once busied himself with their 
luggage proved to be Percy’s valet. The bride was 
a well preserved 50, French andquite attractive. 

Everything went smoothly despite Doc McFar- 
land’s misgivings, until one hot early Sept. morn- 
ing the Hon. Percy arrived in McCarthy’s saloon 
garbedonly in a suit of silk pajamas, and greatly 
perturbed. ‘‘Holdit pardner. Iknow all the symp- 
toms. . you’ ve lost another wife. ’’said the barkeep. 

And so he had. .. andunder identical circum- 
stances, ‘‘....died between the hours of eleven 
and nine a.m....’’ Doe was unavailable, having 
gotten drunk as soonas he heard of the death, but 
the imported coroner bore out his prediction that 
the corpse would be as cold as an ice-pack with 
no known reason for having ceased to live and 
breathe. Detective Hargraves, imported from the 
coast at the expense of the dead woman’s brother 
adi.itted he was stumped with not a shred of evi- 
dence implicating the Hon. Perey. And the only 
reason which Dr. Bancroft could give was that the 
good lady had been ‘‘frozen to death’’..........- 
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By C.G. STEFFENS 


ROZEN TO DEATH! 

The men looked at each other in 
silence. ‘‘Well,’’ saidthe constable, 
‘you needn’t feel so foolish about it 
Dr. Bancroft, Dr. McFarland sug- 
gested the same thing in the former 
occurrence. ”’ 

‘“T wo identical verdicts!’’ Detec- 
tive Hargraves drew out his notebook. 
““Not so bad then,’’ he said, suddenly 
perkingup. ‘‘Maybe we have a lead 
there. Does anyone around here store 
up ice?’’ 

“Store up ice?’’ the J. P. spoke up 
for the first time. ‘‘Anyone who’s been 


VK Shea, 


YX 
The Honourable Percy had rolled 
to the floor in a dead faint......... 
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drinking that bath-temperatured beer 
of McCarthy’s could answer that one. 
No, Mr. Hargraves. And I can assure 


this gathering, that if there was any 
ice available, it would be put to a 
better purpose than freezing women 
to death. ”’ 

‘*Well then,’’ the Detective went 


on, ‘‘undoubtedly you know there are 
machines for making ice. Maybe our 
suspect has one hidden around here 
somewhere. ”’ 

‘That,’ the constable said dole- 
fully, ‘Sis impossible. The only way 
stuff gets into this neck of the woods, 
is by stage and freight-wagon, and if 
anything as strange as that was brought 
in, everyone wouldknow about it from 
Lytton to Hazelton. ’”’ 

There was another silence. Then 
in precise, judicial, tones the J. P. 
addressed the group. ‘‘Men,’’ he said, 
looking at each one in turn, ‘‘are we 
agreed that in this case we have un- 
questionably reached a stalemate--in 
plain English, are we stumped?”’’ All 

heads rocked in unanimous agreement. 

“Well, Imust saythat if this case 
has to be passed off without a better 
explanation than we had before, the 
public is going to find it hard to swal- 
low, and difficult to digest. But since 
nothing more can be done about it, 
we'll just have to let things slide for 
the present. Constable you might as 
well inform Percy that he will be at 
liberty to go ahead with his wife’s 
funeral without further delay. ”’ 

The meeting broke up and the men 
rose wearily to their feet. But as they 
were filing through the door, Har- 
graves stopped suddenly. Wait a 
minute,’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘I’ve just 
thought of something. ”’ 

“What ?’’ asked the J. P. 

“‘Wellit’s like this: Incongruous as 
it may seem, each of the coroners 
agree that actual freezing has been in 
effect. I still admit it’s beyond my 
comprehension, butifthe case can be 
solved at all, I know a man whom it 
might be well worth our while to 
contact. 

“What? A man who might be able 
to solve this mystery?’’ The constable 
was all interest. ‘‘Holy doodle! If 
there is such a person in existence, 
tell us about him quick. Believe me, 
for the good of this district and man- 
kind in general, this case has just got 
tobe cleared up. For now that Percy 
has seemingly hit his stride, he’ll 
keep right on marrying and murdering 
in cold blood, and there’s no telling 
when he’ll let up. Luckily that Beer 
fortune in Montreal says: ‘Spare no 
expense.’ Who is this guy?”’ 

““He’s ex-corporal Woolridge, N. 
W.M. P. formerly of Yukon Territory 
and at present living in Victoria. ”’ 

“Retired?’’ 

“Yes, he’s retired now, but it’s 
safe to say thet in his time, he has 
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experienced more cold, seen more 
men frozen and has himself been 
frost-bitten more, than any other man 
in North America. And if this is a 
case of nosing out a frost problem, 
he’s your man. ’’ 

That same evening, the coroner 
and detective returned to Lytton, there 
to take the train back to the Coast. 
And on the following day, the mortal 
remains of The Honorable Percy’s 
second wife were laid to rest. Incid- 
entally, itwas stage day, and without 
advertising his intentions,the sorrow- 
ing widower with a great collection of 
impedimenta and baggage left for an 
extended trip abroad. 

That no unpleasant demonstrations 
featured Percy’s last hours in town, 
speaks well for the self-discipline of 
the townspeople. For public indigna- 
tion was at a high pitch. The prevail- 
ing opinion being, that somehow or 
other, Justice had miscarried. And 
even the J. P. andconstable were now 
the objects of much mutterings and 
dark frowns. 

However, the two officials kept 
their peace, and less than a week 
later were rewarded for their pat- 
ience when a stranger stepped off the 
stage that had drawn up at the hotel. 

Even before he spoke, the con- 
stable knew it was the man he’d been 
expecting; ex-corporal Woolridge. 
He was leanof limb, past middle age, 
and keen and frosty of eye. The lobes 
of bothears were missing, as well as 
a couple of his finger tips, and his 
ruddy visage was deeply seamed and 
gouged. There was no mistaking this 
veteran of the sub-Arctic. Even his 
stride was long and trailing, a char- 
acteristic acquired from dragging 
snowshoes for many weary miles over 
Yukon drifts. 

It had been agreed that Woolridge’s 
identity and mission, would be kept 
secret from the general] public, so 
that in the event of failure, the Law 
would be spared a renewed burst of 
unfair criticism. 

The new investigator proved to be 
a man of action and lost no time in 
coming to grips with his unique assign- 
ment. On the following morning after 
getting moved into the cabin that had 
been put at his disposal, he marched 
up the steep trail to The Bungalow 
under the shale slide, for a prelim- 
inary reconnaissance. 

By noon he was back in town, and 
immediately looked up the constable. 
“‘Am I to understand, ’’ he said, ‘‘that 
any material or equipment that I find 
necessary for this investigation, will 
be payed for by that chap in Mont- 
real?”’ 


““Absolutely, and without question. 
Have you anything in mind?”’’ 

“‘Tsure have. Get me three bottles 
of Three Star Hennessy andif possible 
a tiny bit of laudanum. ’’ 


“Brandy and laudanum? Jumping 
Jupiter! You’re not cracking up this 
soon I hope.’’ 

‘Cracking up, be damned!’’ was 
the irate reply. ‘‘It’s merely a means 
of getting that mug of a valet that was 
left as caretaker out of the road for 
a day or so.”’ 

It was two days before the con- 
stable saw Woolridge again. This time 
the ex-Mountie handed him a sheet of 
paper. ‘‘This,’’ he said, ‘‘is a list of 
equipment you must endeavour to se- 
cure for me as soon as possible. ’’ 

The constable read the list with 
amazement. ‘‘You just can’t get that 
kind of stuff around here,’’ he said. 

“lm quite aware of that, but if you 
wire Vancouver, we’ll have it here in 
a couple of days. ’’ 

The constable hastened to the tele- 
graph office without delay. He was 
compelled to admit that Woolridge’s 
requirements were positively with- 
out precedent, but since the cost would 
not be reflected on his own depart- 
ment’s treasury he felt but little 
concern. 

Woolridge hadbeenright. The re- 
quired equipment was obtainable at 
the Coast, and it arrived on the next 
stage. The investigator seized upon 
it eagerly. ‘‘I’m sending that care- 
taker into town for the day,’’ he told 
the constable. ‘‘And see that he doesn’t 
return to The Bungalow till I contact 
you again. You’d better lock him up 
if he proves hardto handle, for I must 
have no interference with my next 
move. ”’ 

The constable readily agreed. He 
still was at a lossto know what it was 
all about, but he had a pretty good 
hunchthat something sensational was 
soon to come to light, and he wasn’t 
far out. When Woolridge walked into 
his office the following evening, he 
said, ‘‘Constable, you may now make 
the arrest!’’ 

““Arrest?’’ The constable jumped 
to his feet. ‘‘What! Do you mean 
you’ ve cracked the case! That we can 
bring Percy back for trial?’’ 

“Just so! You can even consider 
the selection of a hangman!’’ 

As a result of Woolridge’s find- 
ings, the necessary machinery of the 
Law was immediately thrown into high 
gear. Percy was soon picked up. He 
already had gotten as far as Toronto, 
and was living stylishly at one of the 
first-class hotels. And when the heavy 
hand of the.Law was laid upon him, he 
was found thoughtfully occupied in the 
perusal of an extensive list of the 
eligible and wealthy widows of that 
city. 

It is quite likely that at the time 
of his arrest, Percy was quite unaware 
of the magnitude of incriminatory evi- 
dence that had been brought to light 
in his absence. But as a safeguard 


continued on page 18 
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A “DIGEST” SERIAL 


Pioneer Judge's Wife 


Fourth instalment of the heretofore unpublished work 


CHAPTER 18. 


Interesting Callers 


B UT LIFE IN THE BUNGALOW 
was far from being all loneliness 
and danger. We had many interesting 
callers, some of whose names are 
well known in B.C. history. 

There was Amor de Cosmcs, dy- 
namic politician, noted for his 26 hour 
speech in the B. C. Assembly; he was 
editor and owner of ‘‘The Standard. ’’ 
His name was really William Alex- 
ander Smith but, while in California, 
he had had it changed by an Act of the 
State Legislature, to Amor de Cosmos, 
which he interpreted: Love of the World. 
He was a large, tall, striking looking 
man with an abundant head of jet black 
hair, worn long, and his heavy beard 
was just as black. Some said they 
must be dyed. 

Bishop andMrs Hills, bothcharm- 
ing and he like one of the prophets of 
old. Thenthere wasSir John A. Mac- 
donald for a brief visit with my hus- 
band. Bitter was my regret when, on 
returning from awalk, Isawhis visit- 
ing cardonthe salver. That Ihad been 
at home! But my husband talked with 
him. 

Sir Matthew Baillie Begbie; tall 
and very pleasant; white hair, white 
beard andblack eyebrows. He used to 
Sing in St. John’s choir and his rich 
deep voice could easily be disting- 
uished. 

Mr. Justice Gray came most freq- 
uently, as he lived not far from us on 
acorner somewhat below the crest of 
the hill (on the corner of Moss and 
Fort Streets); he and his amiable wife 
were fond of strolling among our oaks. 

Chief Justice McColl and Chief 
Justice Theodore Davie (as they later 
became) prominent inlaw and politics 
came often, being quite close friends 
with my husband. 

Imight mention here that Eli 1 had 
taken up Freemasonry withenthusiasm 
and became Grandmaster in 1878, in 
1880 and in 1881. Dr. Robie L. Reid, 
the Grand Historian, recently wrote 
me that my father-in-law and Dr. 
Powell were the ‘‘only two men who 
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have been honoredinB.C. by election 
as Grand Master in three successive 
terms. ’’ 

In April 22, 1878 he had dedicated 
and laid the foundation stone of the 
Masonic Temple, Victoria and it was 
consecrated by him on October 23, 
1878. 

My father-in-law was, as I men- 
tioned inthe covered wagon days, in- 
clined to mysticism and this led him 
into what is called, I believe, ‘‘spec- 
ulative Masonry.’’ He received the 
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite from 
4 to 32 and was then appointed Spec- 
ial Representative or Deputy for the 
highest 33 degrees for the Province, 
serving for six years. 

My husband also advanced in the 
work and wasa 32 degree. At thetime 
of his passing he had been 44 years 
representative in B.C. for the Grand 
Lodge of England. He compiled and 
annotated the Masonic Code for B.C. 


This interest in Masonry, espec- 
iallyinits mystic side, led to a close 
friendship with the remarkable Amer- 
ican Freemason General Pike. * (I un- 
derstand that a magnificient temple of 
the Scottish Rite is dedicated to him 
in Washington, D.C. ) 

It was a period when large heavy 
beards gave many men a patriarchal 
appearance, and, it must be admitted, 
that beards made some men, young 
and old, look very handsome. 


* “Some three years after my birth,’’ says John 
Gould Fletcher in ‘Life is my Song,’ ‘‘my father 
purchased the historic old home which Albert 
Pike...had built for his mansion in 1870, in the 
early days of the State (at Little Rock). There we 
moved, in the summer of 1889. It was from this 
house, withits ten lofty rooms, its wide hall with 
great folding doors, its six white columns, its 
green wooden-shuttered windows, its broad lawn 
dotted with oaks two hundred years old, vast locust 
and magnolia trees, that I learned what it was to 
have been a Southerner of the aristocratic sort in 
the days before the Civil War.’’ 


Van Wyck Brooks, author of ‘The World of 
Washington Irving’ (E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc. 1944. 
Philadelphia: The Blakiston Company, 1945), who 
quotes the above, remarks (p. 471) that Pike... . 
“‘Was one of those picturesque border characters 
who were soldiers, planters and statesmen at 
once.’’ Gen. Pike had been an Arkansas lawyer; had 
taught Greek in New England; later studied Sans- 
krit and translated the Rig-Veda of Ancient India; 
studied the Bhagavad Gita which had such an in- 
fluence on Walt Whitman, andthe Upanishads. For 
further interesting passages as to Pike as a lit- 
erary man, see Mr. Brooks’ work. 


Eli (11), Harrison 


General Pike(US)worea full beard and 
long hair...had very clear, bright pen- 
etrating yet benevolent eyes... 


NORTHWEST DIGEST, February, 1952 


General Pike fairly towered in our 
small! house, being wellover six feet, 
and he was awesomely huge as he sat 
at the dining table , for he was broad 
as well as tall. 

General Pike wore afullbeard and 
long hair; he had very clear, bright, 
penetrating yet benevolent eyes. He 
hadbeena general in the Confederate 
States’ army and, in his delightful 
southern inflection, told us many in- 
teresting anecdotes. But it was plain 
that his all absorbing interest was in 
mystical Freemasonry and certainly 
I have never met a man whose noble 
character was more strongly im- 
pressed in features and manner. 

I have an interesting letter from 
him in his own distinctive handwriting 
on 33 degree letterhead to a member 
of the family. We had a great many 
social cards and letters written by 
people who played important roles in 
the history of the west; some oi the 
writers are now almost legendary. 
Specimens of these letters, cards and 
official documents were acquired 
from me by the late Mr. John Hosie, 
Provincial Librarian and Archivist, 
June 30, 1933, and affixed in a MS 
book of 100 pp. 17x21, for preser- 
vation in the Archives, Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria, B.C. 

One day, as I was clipping roses 
onthe trellis work on the verandah of 
the little house, I was startled by a 
man’s voice behind me. Turning, I 
sawa tallhandsome stranger. No, he 
was not a stranger. It was Gilbert 
Malcolm Sproat to whom I had been 
introduced some weeks previously. 
I had been told at that time that Mr. 
Sproat had wona $1000. prize for the 
best essay on ‘“‘The British Opium 
Policy inIndia and China’’ awarded to 
him by the Viceroy of India and the 
Governors of Bombay and Madras, 
1875. He also was correspondent on 
the North Pacific seaboard for the 
London ‘‘Times’’ (1875-1877 and later) 


Hope, B.C. prior to the turn of the century. 
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As] spoke to him, Mr. Sproat had 
but recently completed his duties as 
Dominion and Provincial Commis- 
sioner to adjust the Indian land ques- 
tion (1876-1880) and had called to see 
my husband for a legal opinion in con- 
nection with his report. 

My husband was not at home, but 
as a lady at the moment came up the 
drive for afternoon tea, I invited Mr. 
Sproat too. Wehad a delightful after- 
noon for Mr. Sproat was a most inter- 
esting person and had even then been 
delving into curious nooks and corners 
of B.C. 

Sproat Lake, near Alberni, Van- 
couver Island, has long borne his 
name. On its shores are to be found 
mysterious petroglyphs cut by some 
ancient race ee there are near Nan- 
aimo and at some other places). 

Mr.Sproat had had a romantic 
career. BorninEngland, after educ- 
ation at Hutton Hall, Dumfries and 
King’s College, London, he decided 
to adventure in Mexico. There he 
married Katharine, a daughter of 
Henry Wigham, Master of the Mint, 
Mexico. 


Coming north to B.C. he was on 
a committee in 1858 studying the wel- 
fare of British merchant seamen. 
1860-1865 he wasagovernment agent 
onthe west coast of Vancouver Island 
and held a like office and that of Gold 
Commissioner in Kootenay, 1885- 
1890. ; 

He was an adaptable writer, turn- 
ing from long government reports, he 
was equally at home with his ‘‘Select 
Odes of Horace in English Lyrics’’ or 
with ‘‘Scenes and Studies in Savage 
Life,’’ a highly prized B.C. pioneer 
work. 

Mr.Sproat also wrote regularly 
for the New York papers. 

Mr.Sproat for many years lived 
near Sproat Lake and in other wild 
places. One of my family came to have 
an intimate knowledge of his affairs 


-Provincial Archives 


ba ae 
Hon. Amor De Cosmos, a journalist 
and politician of the early days,found- 
er of the Colonistand former Premier. 


Hon. J.F. McCreight, first Premier 
of BuG.s and a promoter of Confeder- 
ation. 


Hon. J. Hamilton Gray, one of the 
Fathers of Confederation and later 
a B.C. Supreme Court Judge. 
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and in later years was given by Mr. 
Sproat a copy of Captain Walbran’s 
classic ‘‘B.C. Place Names,’’ all 
annotated throughout in Mr. Sproat’s 
handwriting and containing many old 
clippings relating tothe subject of the 
book. ‘‘It’s like Coke upon Littleton, ’ 
enthusiastically exclaimed a lawyer, 
‘‘to have Sproat upon Walbran.’’ For 
no two greater authorities on the thus 
far known B.C, ever lived. 


When Mr.Sproat finally passed 
away, Spending his last illness in Mrs. 
Wilson-Brown’s old house (I knew her 
well and she coached me in school 
subjects) another pioneer told me she 
was so amazed at the size of Mr. 
Sproat’s chest as he lay there, that 
she slipped a tape around it - the 
measure ran to 48 inches! 


As the reader 
in an eye witness 
terior of B.C. at about the time Mr. 
Sproat was a Gold Commissioner 
there, Iwill give my husband’s mem- 
oirs for a chapter or two. 


may be interested 
account of the In- 


Incidentally, pioneers are pictured 
as heavily armed and otherwise fort- 
ified. In the more than twenty-five 
years of constant travelling for thou- 
sands of miles in the interior of B.C. 
andonhis circuit on Vancouver Island 
as barrister and judge, what did my 
husband ever have with him? a revol- 
ver and ‘‘Johnny Walker ?’’ No! Cic- 
ero and long bars of imported Cas- 
tile soap! A copy of Cicero’s orations* 
or other work; Vergil’s Aenid or Tel- 
emaque par Fenelon, in the original 
were indispensable items in his valise, 
together with long bars of genuine 
Castile soap (of course unscented) 
which he cut up as needed. The clas- 
sics were always with him through the 
years and were read in spare mom- 
ents. He also wrote out translations 
in his fine legal hand, of which I still 
have many pages. 

* Writing of Edgar Allan Poe, Mr. VanWyck 
Brooks, remarks of Richmond, Virginia in the 
Forties that Poe ‘‘... had always been thrown with 
the cultivated lawyers andplanters who rode about 
the streets on their blooded horses ... Lawyers 


often carried in their pockets a Cicero or a Hor- 
ace.”’ Op. cit. p. 338. 
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CHAPTER 19* 
A Trip In The Wild Interior 


* Somewhat abridved and adapted from 
the unpublished memoirs of my husband 


HEN I WAS A young barrister I 

travelledsome distance inthe in- 
terior of the mainland of B.C. ,a 
number of times, from the middle to 
the end of 1870, and many other times 
in later years. 

On the earlier trips I went by paddle 
wheel steamer to Yale andthere met a 
Mr. MclIntoshwho wasto be my com- 
panion onthe ride. Well mounted, we 
made an early start. 

We soon passed near to Hill’s Bar 
where the outlaw Ned McGowan took 
refuge after his flight from the Vig- 
ilantes following the murder of John 
King of the ‘‘San Francisco Bulletin. ’’ 

As we rode on I noticed far above 
Our heads on the sides of the canyon 
lines of red which indicated that we 
were riding over what would be be- 
neath water in the rainy season. 

Climbing the steep road up the 
mountain sides, we passed, in places 
over wooden cribbing or planking 
hanging above the boiling current. 

In clefts of the cliffs, Indians were 


perchedon platforms projecting over 
the river, fishing for salmon which 


go up the river from the sea in im- 
mense numbers to spawn. 

Now and then we Saw miners work- 
ing rockers and Sluices - they were 
Indian and Chinese. 

The first day we made Boston Bar, 


25 miles out of Yale. It was on the 
bars of the river along here that much 
gold has been mined by the white ar- 
gonauts. The names were suggestive 
of the mixed crowd of adventurers, 
such as Sailor’s Bar; Cornish Bar; 
New York Bar; Union Bar; Emery’s 
Bar; Kanaka Bar; American Bar; 
Murderer’s Bar; China Bar; Dutch 
Bar; Mormon Bar and so on, all hav- 
ing been informally bestowed on them 
by the wild rovers who camped there 
in the heyday of this sort of mining. 

Not far from Lytton we bought mel- 
ons grown in the remarkable dry belt 
of B.C. Itissome 200 miles wide and 
commenced as soon as we got out of 
the Canyons of the Fraser River. In 
that dry belt the climate and scenery 
is entirely different. No great ever- 
green forests but dry plains though 
very fertile whenirrigated, and roll- 
uplands. 

However we Saw a few pine trees. 
Bunch grass; sage; wormwood and a 
species of cactus abound. Beyond was 
the Selkirk or Gold Range of mountains. 

‘When we came to the meeting of the 
Thompson and Fraser Rivers we knew 
we were at Lytton, named in 1858 after 
Sir Edward Bulwer - Lytton (later Lord 
Lytton), the famous novelist and stu- 
dent of the occult, then a Colonial 
Secretary. He had handled Governor 
Douglas’ request to Downing Street for 
the formation of the separate main- 
land colony of B.C., separate, that 
is, from the colony of Vancouver’s 
Island. 

We found many Indians at Lytton, 
allof them appearing to belong to the 
Church of England. 


[he original road through the Fraser Canyon 
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An early view of Yale, British Columbia, by an unknown artist 


I was much attracted by the Rev. 
J.B.Good, and his remarkable com- 
mand of Indian dialect; he had even 
translated the Church services into it. 

There were two churches there, 
one for the whites and the other for 
Indians in their village nearby. 

Ithought it would be interesting to 
attend service in the Indian church. 
It was all-Indian and very impressive, 
thoughI couldonly surmise what they 
were Singing and saying. 

After changing horses at Lytton, 
we rode on along the left bank of the 
Thompson and crossed at Spence’s 
bridge once called Cook’s Ferry. 

The weather was extremely hot; 
tethering our horses, I took a plunge 
in the Thompson; on mounting again 
I was sharply reminded that cactus 
grows in that region as some had got 
into my clothing. 

At Ashcroft we called on Mr. Corn- 
wall(later Lieut-Gov. and a Senator) 
and accepted his hearty invitation to 
stay overnight at his large ranch. He 
casually remarked that one of the 
hands had fed our horses on grain or 
corn three years’ old, as there was 
no Sale for it in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood and it would be unprofitable 
to send it down to the coast. 

After an enjoyable stay with our 
most interesting and agreeable host, 
we hadnot time to proceed to Pavilion 
Lake whichis said to have ‘‘the blue- 
water on the continent. ’’ 

Instead we rode on Savona’s ferry, 
crossed Kamloops Lake and entered 
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that town. 

“‘Look out your horse doesn’t 
bolt,’’ warned my companion. ‘‘Why?’’ 
Iasked. ‘‘Becasue there is a camel 
hereabouts. ”’ 

It was a survivor of the stupid and 
naturally ill-fated attempt to import 
and use camels as pack animals; the 
sharp stones of course cut up their 
spongy feet and it was impossible to 
shoe them. 

Not only that, but the presence of 
camels was a nightmare to the pack 
horses and pack mules, which, upon 
meeting a camel, would promptly bolt 
Over the river bank, plunge down the 
mountain side and destroy themselves 
and cargo. 

At Kamloops I was given an un- 
broken horse; I demurred at first, 
not liking to deprive the owner of a 
valuable animal, but I accepted when 
I learned that the price of such horses 
was only $5. 00. My companionoffered 
to ride the horse, and, being an expert 
rider, was never thrown though the 
wild horse didhis best, time and time 
again, until the end of the trip. 

My mild pony looked quite smart, 
having had his mane roached, i.e. 
cut off, andhisears and tail cropped. 

We rode through the Nicola valley. 
Although the streams were low, and, 
in places, had dry beds, we saw any 
number of fine large salmon in the 
creeks, they having made their way 
up the Fraser, through the canyons; 
up the Thompson; up the Nicola and up 
streams flowing into Nicola River, to 
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An early view of Lytton, B.C. 


the head waters of those streams, 
there to spawn and die where they had 
been born. 

The country had the same endless 
dry look, when, having reached a 
stream near the Cascades, the whole 
aspect suddenly changed to the delight - 
ful green scenery so dear to the coast 
dweller. 

We rode along the banks of this 
stream, my companion Singing a joy- 
ous song which he said was a favorite 
of the Forty-Niners, until we got well 
into the Cascade Range. 

While crossing, My companion 
broke into song again at the sight of a 
stampeding herd of wild cattle along 
the opposite shore. But a coyote slunk 
out of our way. Looking back, I saw 
that the coyote had turned around also 
and was gazing curiously at us. 

Coyotes can give a good run to 
foxhounds, I found out on a later oc- 
casion, when riding with the Cornwall 
pack of foxhounds. 

As evening fell and we neared the 
summit, we started a number of 
grouse, which were called, locally, 
fool hens. And such they seemed to 

‘Veale: wr 
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The use of camels for packing over the Cariboo Trail proved a failure. 


be, for we killed four for dinner, 
simply by throwing sticks at them.We 
could have killedmany more, but four 
sufficed. They simply sat on the boughs 
of trees, without attempting tofly away. 

At the summit, the snowof yester- 
year was still lying on the ground and 
this was September. 

When morning broke we were 
forced to remark the magnificient 
view, as used as we had become to 
scenes of grandeur. 

We made an early start on the re- 
turntrip, going by way of Fort Hope. 
It was very steep, nothing better for 
foothold than large, bare and often 
slippery boulders and cascades jump- 
ingfrom rock to rock on their way to 
form the Coquhalla stream which 
empties into the Fraser near Hope. 

Fort Hope is another old Hudson 
Bay post founded in 1847, about 16 
miles this side of Yale but on the left 
bank of the Fraser. 

Though the level country about it 
is small in area, it is very fertile. 
The Coquhalla flows through it and 
there is a variety of trees. In the 


They were eventually turned loose and roamed the country for years. 
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Indian graves at Lytton 


the Cascades; which, with their num- 
erous beautiful waterfalls, tower high 
above the valley. 

In a favourable location in Hope, 
an order of Anglican sisters long 
maintained an excellent boarding 
academy for girls. The Duke and 
Duchess of Cornwall and York, later 
King George V and Queen Mary, 
visited the school in 1901. 

Hope was the end of navigation and 
when that became impossible because 
ofthe winter, the inhabitants, before 
the roads were made, travelled to the 
coast, when necessary, over the 
frozen river as a highway, dragging 
along canoes for use wherever the ice 
was thawed. 

At Hope Iboarded the river steam- 
er for home. My bucking wild horse 
had by this time, in the skilful hands 
of my companion, become thoroughly 
docile and walked over the gang plank 
without a vestige of his former stub- 
born and fiery disposition. 


CHAPTER 20. 
In The Cariboo Country 


A? THE END OF THE 1870’s, I 


again travelled into the interior, 
going further to the Cariboo country, 
acting as Crown Prosecutor at the 
Assizes. 

Political feeling ran high in B.C. 
and there was no friendly feeling be- 
tween the Provincial Government and 
the Express Company subsidized py 
the Dominion Government to run 
stages from Yaleto Cariboo carrying 
the Royal mail and passengers. 

Sothe Provincial Government re- 
quested me not to travel by the Ex- 
press stage but to hire a buggy and 
two horses in Victoria and to charge 
ittothem. Furthermore, I was to use 
a code in telegraphing as there were 
people about who could read the tick- 
ing of the telegraph if the message 
were not in cipher. 
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An early photo of Quesnelmouth, or Quesnel (as it is called today) at the 


junction of the Fraser and Quesnel Rivers. 


It was not so difficult to get the 
horses and carriage to the mainland of 
B.C. for starting, but I did not like 
the rule of the road on the narrow 
highways in the mountainous part of 
the vast country, which was: That the 
light vehicle must keep to the outer 
side of the narrow road, next to the 
perilous edge, from which could be 
seen the roaring river far below. 

AsI drove along, I met with gangs 
of road menders clearing away fresh 
slides that blocked the road now and 
then. Fortunately their custom at 
least was that when I came in sight 
with my buggy, they would move to 
the outer side with their steel bar- 
rows andtools while I drove by on the 
inner, Safer side. 

I had not gone far past one of these 
gangs, when I saw a wagon train ap- 
proaching, drawn by oxen. It consisted 
of two very heavily loaded wagons, one 
fastened behind the other and drawn 
by sixteen oxen. 

Little asIdesiredto do so, I drove 
by the outer edge hanging over the 
Swirling river. It seemed to me, as 
I held my breath, that the oxen had 
abnormally long horns and that the 


Fording the river to reach Quesnel 
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margin between us was negligible, 
while on the other side I felt as if at 
any moment the wheels of my carriage 
would just slip beyond the edge. 

Some of these wagon trains loaded 
with heavy merchandise were even 
longer, being made up of great wagons 
drawn by 16 or 23 oxen, horses or 
mules. SometimesI met with covered 
wagons; solitary horsemen or parties 
of riders. Once a cavalry man in pic- 
turesgue uniform. 

At Jackass Mountain I reached a 
place where the roadway consisted of 
simple planks over -hanging the river. 

Atrainof heavy wagons somewhat 
ahead of me was being accompanied 
by its owner who had, for one reason 
or another, got out at this point to 
walk beside the leading wagon. Sud- 
denly, for no reason, one of the horses 
gave him a push with its nose and he 
fell through asmall space left between 
the ends of the planks and the rock of 
the mountainside. With a wild cry he 
rolled down the steep bank into the 
river. 

His companions halted the wagons 
and hurried to the outer edge of the 
planking but they could only stand 
there helplessly watching until he was 
finally engulfed and carried away by 
the surging waters. None so firmly 
caught in the grip of the Fraser has 
ever been seen again. 

Further on, I was alarmed to find 
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The old Hope- Princeton trail leading 
from the Nicola valley to the coast.(A 
modern motor road now follows this 

route. ) -courtesy Prov. Archives 
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Job's Comforter 


By LYSTER 


HE EARLY SPRING had driven 

the crewsfrom their road build- 
ing at the big tunnel site near the Kit- 
imat summit. 

Prospectors, miners and ‘‘Cat’’ 
drivers had come out via the Francois 
Lake and Nadina roads to the village 
of Burns Lake, and reached that busy 
town which was humming with activity 
due to the huge building program of 
the various contractors in connection 
with the tremendous project of the 
Alcan Company of Canada. 

The experienced truck driver 
drove immediately to the Government 
Liquor Store only to be met by a stony 
faced member of the RCMP. 

“Tm sorry boys,’’ he apologized, 
“‘but it is just three minutes past six 
o’clock. This establishment must re- 
main closed until Monday at 9 a. m.”’ 

‘Protestant Bill’? who was the 
holder of aD. D. from Trinity College, 
had forsaken the church for a gentler 
vocation aS a river driver, and had 
driven logs down most of the trib- 
utaries of all the big rivers from the 
Columbia to the Skeena,_ replied 
mournfully: ‘‘ You look sorry, just like 
a cougar does when it’s killing a fawn. ’’ 

Moose Morgan cut in, ‘‘Never mind 
bovs. Let’s not keep our ambulance 


MULVANEY 


driver waitin’. We can still get into 
the beer parlour after we stow our 
gear away at the hotel. ”’ 

Reaching the hotel they found that 
it was filled up. The genial manager 
told them that all lodging houses were 
in the same fix. ‘‘But,’’ he added, 
“Tf youare still stuck you can all-roll 
your blankets in the basement. There’s 
showers there, lots of room and it’s 
warm and comfortable. ’’ 

That evening Morgan ran across 
an old acquaintance known as Mexican 
Tom, who invited them all to spend the 
morrow with him. 

On the _ following Sunday they 
gathered at the she-bang of the Mexi- 
can, and although there were several 
good prospectors inthe group, no one 
had succeeded in locating a friendly 
boot-legger. 

Protestant Bill eliminated himself 
by taking a bunk inthe big back room. 
While ruminating on ways and means 
for taking out the logs from the huge 
area of timber lands to be flooded, 
some to the depthof two hundred feet, 
he observeda dust covered bible on a 
shelf above the bunk. He lay back, 
and was soon reading contentedly, 
ignoring the invitations to sit in toa 
poker game with Square Head Olson 


i 
rh | 


game became six-handed. 

Plenty vf money on the table but change 
was short. ‘‘I got lotsa beans,’ said 
the Mexican. ‘‘Make the white beans 
worth ten cents and the browns a 
dollar. ”’ 

So the game went on. The conver- 
sation was all about the great alum- 
inum project, the building of the ten 
miles of twenty-five foot tunnels, and 
salvaging the timber from the flooded 
lands, as all had been hired to go to 
work as soon as weather conditions 
would permit. The play continued, 
until Protestant Bill, who had been 
engroased inthe big bible, interrupted 
the game. ‘‘Say, Mex, where did YOU 
get this beautiful bible?’’ he asked. 

The Mexican replied, ‘‘I give two 
bucks fer it toa bo who said he useter 
be a preacher, only Bill Richmond 
pinched him next day for stealin’ a 
conc luded page 23 
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interesting incidents occur to our pio- 
neering folk. Some of them will be re- 
lated under the above title each month 


By N.R. CAMPBELL 


NAN HAD ASKEDME TO put out a 
few ling lines. After all it wouldn’t be 
a great deal of trouble to take a look 
at them each afternoon when I came 
back down the lake from re-setting 
my traps. 

I had cut out the ice from the first 
and second holes but there were no 
fish on either hook. At the third hole 
I carefully chipped the ice away with 
the ice chisel. As Iopened up the hole 
I could see the line jerk. It was when 
I attempted to flip out a piece of the 
cracked ice withthe bladeof the chisel 
that the thing slipped from my hand 
and disappeared. I quickly pulled up 
my fishline. I had caught a beauty, - 
all of eight pounds. After I had taken 
him off the hook 1 took a look down the 
hole to see if the chisel was anywhere 
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in sight. It had gone straight down and 
the blade had imbedded itself in the 
mud at the bottom of the lake while 
the handle stood upright but it was 
down too far for me to reach it. 

As I opened our cabin door, I 
calledto Nan. ‘‘I got you a fish, but I 
lost my only ice chisel. It just slipped 
out of my hand and went straight down 
to the bottom, -- too far fro me to 
reach. ”’ 

‘But what will we ever do without 
the ice chisel?’’ Nan exclaimed. “It 
willbe a long time before you can get 
another one. ’”’ 

“‘Oh, but I gotit,’ I replied. ‘‘You 
see, I just sent the fish down after it: 
and he brought it up. ”’ 

‘‘Don’t be so silly,’’ Nan said, 
giving me a disgusted look. ‘‘Surely 


you don’t expect me to believe that 
yarn. ’’ 

‘‘But that’s exactly what happened,’ 
Ireplied. ‘‘Yousee, while I was look- 
ing down at the chisel, the ling gave 
a bigflopthat landed him close to the 
water hole. Quick as a wink, I grabbed 
him, tied the end of the fish line 
tightly around his tail and then eased 
him gently back into the water. He 
went straight down and it wasn’t very 
long before he had the line twisted 
round and round the handle of the 
chisel, thenI pulled him up again and 
he brought the ice chisel up with him. ’’ 

Nan stared at the fish for a moment 
in silence. ‘‘And then you propose to 
eat him after he has done you a favor 
like that,’’ she remarked. 

*“You’ 11 have to admit that the favor 
was wholly unintentional on his part, 
--and after alla baked ling is a baked 
ling. 
‘‘Well, no doubt you are right, ’’ 
she finally admitted and as the fish 
was the cause of loosing the ice chisel 
inthe first place, it was rather clever 
of you to send him back down to get it..’’ 
She knew perfectly well that that was 
what I had been waiting for her to say. 
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civilization were missing. About Xmas 
1905 ‘‘Shorty’’ decided to stage a spec- 
ial dinner for the trappers and folk 
around his bailwick. 
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Given in the Office of the Chief Gopher Ranger this 


day of ss » 191 


Chie! Gopher Ranger 


RTNGCAa Mne of FW or sixty daywln Jallor both Is provided for Hunting and 4018 
ink Gophers During Clored Benson 


The above menu with some varia- 
tions actually appeared in an ancient 
issue of the Whitehorse Star. 

The old log buildings are still 
standing at Champagne and as old 
timer’s whizz by on the new Highway 
they cannot help but recall with many 
a chuckle the frontier humor of‘‘Shorty’’ 
Chambers. 
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PIONEER JUDGE’S WIFE 
continued from pagell 


a Sharp turn round a steep, rocky 
bluff jutting out into the river, and in 
front of me I could onlysee the resist- 
less river. It looked as if, had the 
road been built anyfurther on, it must 
have been carried away by the mighty 
force of the torrent. 

The Judge, appointed and paid by 
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the Dominion Government to preside 
in Provincial Courts, travelled ahead 
of mein a special stage driven by one 


of the Express Company’s best drivers. 


When I caught up with him by reach- 
ing the same stopping place at night, 
he would say to me in all seriousness: 
‘“‘Well, I feelso relieved vou’ve turn- 
ed up; I thought you’d never reach 
here. ’’ 

One of the cases on the calendar 
at Kamloops Assizes was that of an 
Indian charged with murder. 

As I drove into town, I noticed a 
native chewing tobacco as he neglig- 
ently sat on a fence surrounding the 
jail. 

Iasked the Government Agent what 
he was doing there and he replied: 
‘Oh that’s the accused Indian who is 
to be tried for killing another Indian. ”’ 

I remarked that he should not be 
allowed about in that loose sort of way. 


The Court House 


The Magistrate’s Residence 


‘‘Oh that’s alright,’’ continue the 
Government Agent, ‘‘he won’t run 
away. I’ve sent him dows to the river 
lots of times to bring buckets of water 
for use about the jail. He understands 
that he must not run away. ’’ 

This Indian had, sometime before, 
left Kamloops in the company of an 
Indian acquaintance and had come 
back without him. Another Indian 
whom he had gone off with on a pre- 
ious occasion also had never returned 
nor been seen again. When charged 
with murdering the one whom he had 
last been with, he voluntarily stated 
that he had killed him. The Judge, 
however, and I think quite properly, 
would not take this statement of his as 
a sufficient plea of guilty. 

After the sessions of the Court had 
closed, I drove from Kamloops back 
to the main Cariboo road, calling at 
Cache Creek and from there crossed 


ose 


The Judge’s Residence 
Miner’s Cabin in foreground 


RICHFIELD 


An early view of Barkerville. Hills were denuded for fuel and mine 
props. Buildings weee gradually raised as valley bottom became fil- 
led with ‘‘tailings'’ from the mines. 
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the old Brigade Trail. This before the 
wagonroad, ranfor hundreds of miles 
through the country to carry goods 
and furs of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
between their widely scattered posts 


established for trading with the Indians. 


I then reached Clinton about 3000 
feet above sea level. Nearby is the 
Big Horn mountain sheep and a species 
of deer called the Mule deer which has 
very large ears. 

Only the most hardy vegetables 
grow near Clinton because of the al- 
titude. Yet when it was freezing at 
Clinton I have seen a child eating a 
piece of a water melon which had been 
grown at Lillooet only 47 miles away. 

Afew miles from Clinton and only 
a few yards from the wagon road, is 
one of the most awesome sights in 
British Columbia so far discovered. 
It is called The Chasm. 

It is a long box canyon, the three 
perpendicular walls of whichare layer 
after layer of painted rock; the great 
height, the strange coloring, and the 
remarkable rock formations, create 
acurious effect on the mind; one might 
fancy itthe hallof fabulous giants. At 
a great depthbelow the wagon road is 
a lake and marsh land which, at the 
height from which you look, presents 
a pretty landscape of lake and seem- 
ingly green meadows in a minature 
kingdom. This chasm opens into the 
Bonaparte valley. 

The road ever ascends until at 83- 
Mile Hillthe panorama is of the most 
marvelous and extensive range. I be- 
lieve the height above sea level is 
near to if not more than 4000 feet. 
Then one descends to Lac La Hache, 
a region much like Kamloops. 

About thirty five miles further I 
came to the stables of the main supply 
of horses for the stage line and where 
used up horses are rested. 

After I had passed through the San 
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Jose Valley I reached the 150 mile 
house at an altitude of about 3,300 
feet, socalledasit is 150 miles from 


Lillooet by the 
road. 

Climbing again I crossed Carpen- 
ter’s mountain and madea steep des- 
cent to Soda Creek on the Fraser, 1450 
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The ruin of Cariboo Cameron's cabin on Williams Creek. Cameron 


is credited with the discovery of gold on the creek. 


feet above sea level. Across the river 
I entered the Chilcotin country and its 
wide grazing lands. Passing Alexandria 
Iwent by the Australian, the Bohanon 
and Kersley ranches and crossed the 
bridge at Quesnelmouth - asmalltown 
at the Quesnel River. The altitude was 
about 400 feet lower than Clinton and 
the climate much milder in conse- 
quence. I then entered a wet, woody 
country with dense vegetation. 

Having passed the Cottonwood 
River and reached Lightning Creek, 
which years ago yielded so much gold, 
I had now entered the mining country 
of the Cariboo. This name came from 
the French word for reindeer, they 
resorting to this region. I also saw the 
Arctic hare and the ptarmigan. 

Stanley was once a very flourish- 
ing place on Lightning Creek, but I 
found it practically deserted. 

Next I came to William’s Creek 
and along there, at one time, were 
the towns of Richfield, Cameron Town 
and Barkerville. Barkerville at a level 
above 4200 feet from sea level. 

I found nothing left of Cameron 
Town and at Richfield the only build- 
ings were the Court House; the log 
house in whichthe Stipendiary Magis- 
trate usedto live in former times and 
another building. The rest have been 
buried by tailings - the debris washed 
away from the mines. 

Barkerville surprised me. I hard- 
ly expected to find the ground floors 
of the buildings along the same street 
at different heights; no two on a level. 
The sidewalks different in height as 
to the ground floors of the buildings 
they are infront of, and I went up and 
down steps to reach the different 
levels of the same sidewalks. To get 
to opposite sides of the street, I had 
to go up and down steps to get to and 
from bridges crossing the street. 

Thisis due to the tailings accum- 
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ulating and people from time to time 
raising their buildings to be above the 
tailings and each one raises his build- 
ing as high as suits his fancy or his 
purse. 

Noticing what appeared to be a 
barber’s pole sticking out of the 
ground, I remarked it to a resident, 
who replied, ‘‘so it is.’’ ‘‘But where 
is the barber’s shop?’’ I asked. ‘‘Oh 
the barber’s shop is buried beneath the 


tailings and so is the rest of the pole. ’’ 


While there, alawsuit arose as to 
who owned a building or rather what 
remained of it. 

The building had been a two storey 
one, one storey used by the volunteer 
fire company and the other by the 
amateur dramatic club and the Phil- 
harmonic society. As time went on, 
the tailings buried the lower storey so 
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the two storey building had, in effect, 
become a one storey one andthe ques- 
tion arose asto which of these assoc- 
jations owned this now one-storey 
building. 

The rich gold mines of Cariboo, 
though at a high elevation, lie in a 
basin the sides of which are the Bald 
Mountains, so called because there is 
nota jagged peak among them, and the 
moment I got to their summit I was 
surprised to find myself on rolling 
plains over which one could have gal- 
loped on horse back. 

These mountains are covered with 
heather and, I was told, in the season 
for flowers they are covered with a 
most beautifully variegated colored 
carpet of flowers. 

The view was not quite as grand as 
I expected, due to the fact that the 
valleys could not be seen; it was just 
a great sea of apparently endless 
mountains. 

AsI knewthat Barkerville was de- 
pendent for its supply of vegetables 
on the outside world, I had brought 
with me, for eighty miles or so, a 
large sack of onions, the only vege- 
tables I could get, and they went ina 
few minutes after my arrival, as pres- 
ents to different people. 

When I arrived on this trip, al- 
though the flow of gold had decreased, 
the Cariboo was still prosperous and 
Barkerville had two banks; an opera 
house; a very good hospital; a neat 
Church of England; an excellent lib- 
rary and a restaurant which served 
meals in the famous style of Mons. 
Driard of the ‘‘Colonial’’and‘‘Driard’’ 
fame of Victoria. 

The people remaining had not felt 
the pinch of hard times and were 
bright, intelligent, well informed, 
courteous, generous and very hospit- 
able. 

It was no mere politician’s com- 
pliment when one of the Cabinet Min- 
isters of the then Government at Ot- 
tawa said that a Dominion cabinet could 
at any time be got in Cariboo from 
among the miners, nota fewof whom, 
he thought, were well qualifiedto gov- 
ern the whole Dominion. 
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CASE OF THE FROZEN BRIDES 


continued from page 5 


against any eventuality, he immed- 
iately solicited the services of one of 
the best defense counsels in the entire 
West, in the person of Joseph Boe- 
decker, or ashe was more commonly 
known, ‘‘Fighting Joe. ’’’ However, as 
a bulwark against a possible slip-up 
the local officials at Lillooet in turn 
appealed to Victoriato have a K.C. of 
note sent in for the Prosecution, who 
turned out to be none other than the 
famous ‘‘Noose’’ Cameron, whose 
record for rope verdicts was un- 
equalled in his time. So when the sen- 
sational day of the trial arrived, the 
entire population of the district were 
reasonably confident that even if the 
Court failed to get a conviction, they 
at least would see a good show. 

The trial was held in the local 
community hall, the main reason 
being, that it was the only building 
capable of holding the anticipated 
crowd of spectators. 

The local J. P. was to officiate as 

Judge, and he insisted on commencing 
the hearing at one p.m. ‘‘It’s haying 
time,’’ hesaid, ‘‘andthe folks around 
here can’t afford to spend more than 
a day on atrial, and I’d like to have 
it wound up by chore-time this even- 
ing. >? 
Fortunately the weather had cooled 
somewhat, and the J.P. felt that he 
could survive the suffocating effects 
of his best frock coat, for the entire 
afternoon. And even, the most insig- 
nificant of the spectators showed their 
appreciation of the occasion by turn- 
ing out in their newest blue jeans and 
Sunday shirts. 

However, as could be expected, the 
Honorable Percy completely domin- 
atedthe entire gathering, in perfect- 
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ion of dress and decorum. And toa 
disinterested onlooker, it all, might 
have given the impression of a group 
of ranchers and miners bent on pros- 
ecuting Prince Albert himself. 

At the previously appointed time, 
the J.P. made his entrance through 
the door of the cloak room behind his 
desk. Then after taking his seat, and 
glancing around to see that everything 
was in readiness, he banged his gavel 
down with a resounding wallop and 
called the Court to order. 

Solemnly the ones required to take 
oaths were sworn in, and character 
witnesses were called. There was 
some hesitation at this point, and then 
a man took the stand. His testimony 
was brief. ‘‘I can’t say I know any- 
thing good about that bird,’’ he said, 
““but then, Ican’t say that I know any- 
thing bad about him either. So far as 
can be proven, he ain’t never stolen 
horses, salted claims or sold whiskey 
to Indians, and that’s more than most 
of us hereabouts can say for our- 
selves. ”’ 

The Accused was then brought for- 
ward, and when the mighty question 
was put to him, he answered, ‘‘Pos- 
itively, not guilty. ’’ 

It was now the Prosecutor’s turn 
to lay the charge, and present the 
case, and as he gathered his notes 
and prepared to rise, a great and 
heavy silence fell on the crowded 
room. 


This was the eventfull moment. 


The moment that each and every one 
had been waiting for ever since the 
reportof Percy’s arrest had reached 
town. 

‘‘Noose Cameron’’ was unusually 
tall and slim, with a small head and 
large prominent teeth. He rose now, 
slowly and sinuously, and not unlike 
an uncoiling serpent. Then as he 
reached his full height, he bared his 
teeth in a grim smile, leaned toward 
the Judge and lastly toward the Defen- 
dent, andthus swaying back and forth 
like a great Jungle Python in full fang, 
he began: 

‘“‘Your Honor, and Gentlemen of 
the Jury, Charles Percival Leicester, 
who now stands before you, has been 
accused in this Court, of the murder 
of his late wife, and has, as you have 
just heard, pleaded ‘‘Not Guilty. ’’ 
Now then, in the face of that denial, 
Iam prepared, and will by conclusive 
evidence, prove beyond the slightest 
doubt, that the said Accused, did on 
the second day of September, inten- 
tionally and premeditatedly, through 
the medium of what is safe to say, the 
most unique method ever heard of, 
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cause the death of that unfortunate 
woman -- his former wife. Andnow, 
Iwill ask my principal witness to take 
the stand. ”’ 

Woolridge stepped forward; was 
duly swornin, andthen with arms be- 
hind his back and toes out, said: ‘‘On 
the morning of the ninth day of Sept- 
ember, I went to the premises of the 
Accused and sought admission....... 

Suddenly the Counsel boomed out: 
‘“‘Your Honor, may Ilinterrupt the wit- 
ness?’’ and without waiting for an ans- 
wer, turned on Woolridge. ‘‘Would you 
be so good,’’ he asked sarcastically, 
**totellthis Court whether or whether 
not, you had a proper warrant, or by 
whose permission you were able to 
enter the home of the Accused in his 
absence? Your Honor,’’ the Counsel 
turned to the Judge, ‘‘I beg of you to 


consider the importance of this point. ’’ 


“‘Very well, Mr. Counsel, we’l1 let 
the witness explain. ’ 

Woolridge cooly went on as if com- 
pletely unaware of the interruption. 
*‘Tsought admission from the butler, 
who was then acting caretaker. At 
first he even refused to talk with me, 
but I persevered! and soon discovered 
that the cause of his apparent ill hum- 
or was thirst. ”’ 

“‘Thirst?’’ queried the Counsel, 
“thirst for what?’* 

‘“‘For Three Star Hennessy, ”’ 
the reply. 

SCANGUtheNt i, <.< 2 ig. 

“T promptly got some for him.’’ 

“Proceed. ’’ 

“‘After that, he granted permission 
to investigate thoroughly. He then 
was of no further inconvenience to 


»? 


was 


“Tf the Counselis satisfied, ’’ said 
the Judge, ‘‘the Witness will continue 
with his testimony. ’’ 

Boedecker was silent. 

“‘Tthen went ahead with my search 
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for a possible clue, and quite by ac- 
cident discovered a secret door in the 
pavilion. Beyond this small door is a 
passage that leads to a tunnel under 
the shale slide. ’’ 

Here the witness paused. ‘‘Now, 
at this point I will state that if lam 
about to relate appears incredible and 
impossible to the Counsel, I am pre- 
pared to bring him, the Jury, His 
Honor, andas many of our good spec- 
tators who would care to come, so that 
all may see that I speak the truth, 
whenI say that inthat tunnel under the 
slide, behind a well-insulated door, 
the temperature there at this minute 
willbe found to be FORTY DEGREES 
BELOW ZERO. ’”’ 

Forty below zero! Could such a 
thing be possible! Yet there was not 
a murmur of incredulity. It was the 
one and only possible solution to the 
mystery of the semi-frozen corpses, 
and the revelation brought a great 
sigh of gratification from the entire 
room. 

All eyes were now turned to the 
Accused, who, seemingly unper- 
turbed, sat staring straight ahead. 
And Boedecker with clenched fists 
resting on his table, leaned forward, 
and fastened his client with a scowl 
that could have had but one meaning- 
--Percy evidently had not confided his 
secret to his Counsel, trusting with- 
out a doubt, that it had not, and would 
not be discovered. 

Cameronbeamedto all sides, and 
again addressed the Court: ‘‘Your 
Honor, and Gentlemen of the Jury. 
Isit not only too obvious now, to this 
Court, and to everyone else in this 
room, howthe Accused was in a pos- 
ition to fiendishly take the lives of two 
women in such a manner that no ex- 
ternal marks of violence were visible 
to the coroners? And do not we all, 
get the picture of the Accused, luring 
his unsuspecting victims into that 
death chamber? Then after slamming 
the door on them, calmly waiting un- 
til that frigid temperature had com- 
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pleted its lethal task? And then later, 
bringing them back into The Bungalow 
and callously reporting their inexplic- 
able deaths to the authorities. .... fe 
There was a bellow from the Coun- 


**I object!”’ 

The unexpected disclosure of the 
ice tunnel with the ensuing implica- 
tions, had no doubt, completely dis- 
rupted Boedecker’s carefully planned 
defense, and after a brief period it 
seemed that the case was irretriev- 
ably lost. However, his title ‘‘Fight- 
ing Joe’’ had been earned on just such 
fields of legal battle, and his re- 
entrenchment was phenomenal. 

**T object!’’ he repeated. 

“Very well,’’ grunted the Judge. 
‘*You may have the floor. Objection 
sustained. ”’ 

The Counsel was on his feet. ‘‘ Your 
Honor, I object tothe sweeping state- 
ments of the Prosecution, that my 
client is undeniably guilty, merely 
because by some strange freak of 
nature a Situation exists near his dom- 
icile, that is capable of destroying 
life by chilling. 

‘*Now, I am not going to deny that 
sucha thing does exist, but I certainly 
do object to any statement implying 
that the Defendent is guilty of inten- 
tionally putting his wives in there to 
die. And I challenge the Prosecution 
to produce a witness, who can truth- 
fully say they saw such an act being 
committed. ”’ 

To the spectators this was a sudden 
and unexpected comeback, and a dis- 
appointment to their hopes of an early 
conviction. However, Cameron and 
Cameron and Woolridge appeared to 
take it calmly. ‘‘Would you suggest, ’’ 
Cameron replied, ‘‘that these women 
walked into this veritable death cham- 
ber and perished of their own free 
will?’’ 

“Well, and what proof have you 
may I ask, that they didn’t?’’retorted 
the Counsel. ‘‘Is it not possible,’’ he 
went on, ‘‘that the Defendent, after 
having discovered this unusual phen- 
omenon, chose to develop its poten- 
tialities in secret, and thus provide 
a delightful surprise for his wife, or 
wives as it turned out to be. And is it 
not possible that in each case, when 
this haven of refuge from the blister- 
ing heat of this outlandish country, 
was revealed to them, these unfor- 
tunate women, inadvertently indulged 
to the excess of their endurance? 

‘“Now, the question is: Why then, 
did the Accused, withhold this infor- 
mation at the time of the Inquest? The 
answer is this: The Defendent, by birth 
and character, is a gentleman of the 
highest degree. And paramount in his 
nature is ever a consideration and 
compassion for all those under his 
care and protection, andnaturally the 
fineness of his inner conscience re- 
volted at the very thought of exposing 
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the apparent stupidity of these thought- 
less women, tothe scoffs and ridicule 
of the common public. ”’ 

Undoubtedly Boedecker would have 
continued, but as he paused for breath, 
Cameron held up his hand, ‘‘Your 
Honor, ’’he called out, ‘‘may the Pros- 
ecution have the floor ?’’ 

The Judge nodded in approbation. 

Cameron with one long slithering 
stride, steppedover to Woolridge and 
whispered something in his ear, and 
then flashed a glance at the Judge. 
Obviously a message had been trans- 
mitted, for His Honor rapped on his 
desk for attention. The Prosecutor 
now turned and addressed the entire 
assemblage. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen. I believe 
itis safe to assume that allof us here, 
could unmistakably recognize the 
voice of the Defendent under any cir- 
cumstances.’’ There was a general 
murmur of assent. ‘‘Very well. Now 
how many are there here, who could 
solemnly swear that they could recog- 
nize the voice, if they heard it again, 
of the Defendent’s unfortunate late 
wife?”’ aia 9 af 

After a slight hesitation, at least a ed 
twenty hands went up. 

The Prosecutor’s glance took them Bowes & Herron Ltd 
in methodically, then sotto voce, he —— 2 
turned and spoke to Woolridge. Wool- eneral Motors Products 
ridge rose and disappeared through 
the door behind the Judge’s desk. For 
a few moments, a solemn hush per- 
meated the room and it seemed as if 
each, and every one present was hold- 
ing his breath in anticipation. Then 
from within the room that Woolridge 
had just entered came a faint scratch- 
ing noise, followed suddenly by a voice 
that could be none other than that of 
The Honorable Percy. 

From among the spectators came 
a general chorus of ‘‘Ahs,’’ and the 
Judge rapped sharply on his desk for ' sae ial | ¢ 3 
attention. He was just in time, for a etna 
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open door. Mile ‘Zero’s’ Smartest Restaurant 
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blurred and indistinct; then the tones 
became clear, andtothe many strain- 
ing ears this intonation betraying a 
slight French accent, was instantly 
recognized as the voice of the Defend- 
ent’s late wife. 
It ceased abruptly, and once more 
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Cameron addressed the Courtroom. 

“Good people,’’ he said, ‘‘how 
many here would be willing to swear 
under oaththat the voice we have just 
heard was that of the former Mrs. 
Leicester ?’’ Againanumber of hands 
were raised. ‘‘Good,’’ saidthe Pros- 
ecutor with satisfaction. ‘‘Now for the 
next five minutes this Court requires 
your most positive and undivided at- 
tention. For this, I warn you, is the 
most critical point of this very un- 
usual trial. ’’ He turned and nodded to 
the Judge, who then tapped gently on 
his desk with the gavel. Again came 
the faint scratching noise, this time 
followed by the most unique and grue- 
some dialogue heretofore heard in a 
court of Justice. 

First, the cultured and precise 
words of the Defendent: ‘‘My dearest, 
this is the little surprise I’ve been 
keeping in store for you.’”’ 

Then musical feminine accents: 
“Ohmy darling, how lovely, how de- 
liciously cool it is in here. What a 
relief from that suffocating heat!’’ 

“Yes my love, andI promise you’11 
never suffer from the blistering rays 
of the sun again. ’’ 

“But Percy we must go quickly! 
This coolness---it is intense. I have 
not my wrap. I will have the chill. ’’ 

“‘Yes!’’ And at this juncture the 
modulated intonation of the masculine 
voice, switched suddenly to the snarl 
of a blood-lusting wolf. ‘‘Yes you’ll 
havea chill alright, more than just a 
chill. You willfreeze, freeze, freeze! 
But death will come quickly.’’ Then 
came a sound as if a door had been 
slammed suddenly, and following was 
a series of high-pitched shrieks, 
“‘Help! Help! Help!’’ gradually weak- 
ening to.a whisper. Then.......... 

A startling crashinthe Courtroom 
brought the ear-straining gathering 
almost to its feet. The Honorable 
Percy hadrolledtothe floor in a dead 
faint. 


The constable was the first to move. 


He grabbed a pitcher of water that was 
on the Judge’s desk, and doused half 
its contents over the face of the swoon- 
ing Defendent. In a moment or two, 
Percy rose on his elbows and groaned 
out: ‘‘Oh God that was awful! Awful! 
Awful! A voice from the tomb. An 
avenging angel crying out for justice!’’ 

““Your Honor,’’ said the Prose- 
cutor ina voice that shook with antici- 
pated victory, ‘‘may I call the Defen- 
dent to the stand? I think he is in the 
mood to make a confession. ’ 

The Judge’s mouth opened, evi- 
dently to utter a word of consent, 
when Broedecker sprang to his feet. 

“Your Honor!’’ he shouted, ‘‘I 
object! 

‘‘Emphatically J object! I object to 
my client being questioned inthe men- 
tal condition he is in at this moment. 
I also object to the machinations and 
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RKO 


Where MGM, Warner Bros. 20th Century Fox 


Paramount, Empire, Universal and Columbia pictures 


are displayed with their newest releases 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


OS HOTEL & 


Service Like The 
Sourdoughs Only Dreamed Of S?¥ 


Cocktail Lounge - Reasonable Rates 


REGINA HOTEL 


Licensed Premises ae Cocktail Bar 


FIRST CLASS DINING ROOM 
ANNEX ; 
P.O. BOX 94 


PHONE 2831 


FRASER CANYON 


SPUZZUM GENERAL STORE — Cof- 
fee Shop, Indian Leather Work, Gas 
& Oil, Pos: Offic; Spuzzum, B.C 


ALEXANDRA LODGE — Fully Mod- 
ern Rooms - Clean Cabins - Good 
Home Cooked Meals. Frank & Rita 
James props. 127 miles from Vancr. 


LYTTON, B.C. 

ALEX GAMMIE DEPT. STORE — 
The most modern department store 
in the Fraser Canyon, Groceries, 

Meats, Drygoods 

COPPER KETTLE CAFE — Home 

Cooked Meals in a Cozy Fireside 


Atmosphere, LYTTON. 


CLINTON, B.C. 


ROBERTSON BROTHERS — A Com- 
plete Line of Quality Merchanaise 


NORTH of CLINTON 


P. W. OGDEN — General Store, Groc- 
eries and Drygoods, Lac La Hache. 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


LAKEVIEW HOTEL - Headquarters 
For Commercial Travellers 
RANCH HOTEL - Fully Licensed 


LAKE HARDWARE & PLUMBING — 
The Store Where Quality Rules. 
General Hardware. Hunting, Fish- 
ing & Sporting Equipment. 

BORKOWSKI'S MENSWEAR 
A Complete Line of High Quality 
Dress & Work Clothes 


C. H. DODWELL & CO. — (R. Beau- 
champ. Real Estate. Insurance 


R. M. BLAIR — Imperial Oil Products. 
Agent: Massey Harris Farm Imple- 


ments. 
NORTH of WMS LAKE 


KRAUSE’S STORE & SNACK BAR— 
Everything for Farm & Home - Gas 


HUSTONS GENERAL STORE - Soda 
Creek, B.C. Genera] Merchandise — Gag 


QUESNEL, B.C. 


KINLEY'S DRUGS — Complete Drug 
Service, Books, Stationery, Harriet 
Hubbard Ayer Toiletries. 

QUESNEL LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
Expert Dry Cleaning & Laundering. 
Prompt Deliveries on out-of-town 

1 Ei aie a Tee 

PIERCE GARAGE — Complete Gar- 
age Service. International Trucks. 
Goodyear Tires, Welding. 

HILL MEAT MARKET—Quality Meats 
Aged Right Priced Right Cut 
Right. Quesnel & Wells, B.C, 

S. N. WILLIAM & CO. — General 
Merchants. We Buy and Sell Gold 
Dust, Fancy Nuggets. 


POLLY PACKER FLORIST 
Quesnel, B.C. 


P. L. SIEMENS - JEWELLER — Dia- 
monds, Watches, Silverware, 


WATT’S BAKERY — The Home of 
Fine Quality Cakes & Pastries. 


ELLIOTT COFFEE BAR 


Short Orders - Ice Cream - Tobuccos 
WONG'S MENSWEAR — A Complete 
Line of Dress & Work Clothes, 


Advertising Rates on Request 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES- $2:50 per year 
in Canada $3:00 per year in U.S. 
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ANDERSEN’S LUMBER YARD 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


BATER ELECTRIC SERVICE — Elec- 
tric Motor and Generator Repair 
Specialists - Rewinding. 


UNITED DIESEL SALES & SERVICE 
BUDA “Dyna-Swirl”’ Diesels 
Lubriplate Lubricants, Globelite Bat- 
teries, ee Dependable Power 
aws. 


PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL & CAFE— 


“The Best Food & The Best Accom- 
modation in Town.” 


JAMIESON RECREATION 
Bowling - Billiards - Coffee Bar 
Recreation for All Ages 
WM. BEXON Quality Groceries 
and Table Supplies. 

GUNDY’S NEWS AGENCY — Whole- 
distributors of Magazines & Peri- 
oticals 


McCULLAGH, The JEWELLER—Dia- 


monds. Watches - Expert Repairs. 
Chinaware. C.N.R. Watch Inspector. 


G. S. WOOD — Prescription DRUG- 


GIST. Beaded Indian Leather Work. 


General Contractors. Lumber and 
Building Supplies. Lime, Plaster. 


NORTHWEST PRODUCE — Quality 


Groceries, Fresh & Cured Meats, 


nS a 


WALTER FLYNN — Quality Grocer- 
ies, South Fort George, B.C. 


GUS PEETERS MEAT MARKET — 
Choice Quality Fresh Meats. 


RIVERSIDE (24 Hr.) SERVICE — 
B-A Gas, Oils, Accessories - Ice 
Cream, Soft Drinks, Groceries. 


HUGHES & RATLEDGE Smart 
Clothes for Mother and Daugnter. 


RALPH TELFORD PLANING MILLS 
LTD. 
Manufacturers of 
SPRUCE - PINE - FIR 
Prince George, British Columbia 


SUPERIOR LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
Commercial and Millwork Given 
Special Attention 
— Prompt Deliveries — 

Box 346 


NASH ENGINEERING WORKS — 
Manufacturers of Sawmills and 
Sawmill Machinery. General Re- 
pairs on all types of machinery. 

Foundry castings in brass, 


STRAND & PRINCESS THEATRES— 
First Run Pictures - Always a Good 
Show - 7 and 9 p.m. 


3RD AVENUE BILLIARDS—Billiards 


Pool, Snooker. Smoker’s Supplies, 
Confectionery, Magazines, Soft: 
Drinks. 


JOHN McINNIS — Dealer In Lumber 
& Builders’ Supplies. 


G. B. WILLIAMS — For 35 Years the 
supply centre for Trappers, Hunters, 
Ranchers and Prospectors. 


I. B. GUEST — Novelties, Photo Sup- 


plies, Cameras, Fishing Tackle, 


L. C. FRENCH — Groceries, Drygoods, 
Hardware, John Deere Farm Mach- 
inery. 


REID HOTEL — (Under New Man- 
agement) Fully Licensed - Rooms 
With Private Bath. 


—— 
NECHAKO MOTORS — General Mo- 


tors Dealers - SHELL Oil Products 


THREE STAR BILLIARD HALL — 
Soft Drinks - Tobaccos - Confect- 


GEO. OGSTON — Notary Public - In- 


BOWMAN’S LUMBER YARD — “Ey- 


national Harvester Trucks and Im- 


VANDERHOOF DEPARTMENT 
STORES LTD. 
Everything in Clothing - We 
Specialize in G.W.G. Brand 


VANDER#HOOF DEPARTMENT 
STORES LTD. 
Everything in Clothing - We 
Specialize in G.W.G. Brand 
VANDERHOOF HOTEL 


“The Northland’s Finest” 
Fully Licensed - Fully Modern 


McDONALD’S ACCOUNTING AGEN- 
CIES — Accounting, Auditing, Tax 
Returns, Vanderhoof, Ft. St. James, 


ROSE’S HARDWARE & FURNITURE 
—A complete line of hardware, and 
hunting and fishing supplies. 


surance - Nechako Valley Farm- 


erything For The Builder.” 


HAWKERS MEAT MARKET 
Wholesale & Retail 


FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. 


FRASER’S STORE — (Bruce Russel) 
General Merchandise - Agents: 
SHELL Oil Co. Ltd. 


L. R. DICKINSON — Outfitting Head- 
quarters for Miners, Prospectors 
& Settlers. 


WRAIGHT PROVISIONS 
A Complete Line of Quality 
Groceries 
Magazines - Tobaccos 
STUART LAKE PLANERS 
- Lumber Manufacturers - 
Dealing In Western White Spruce 
and Fir Lumber 
CARNELL’S CAFE & BAKERY 
“The Home of Good Food” 


WEST of VANDERHOOF 


FRASER LAKE SAWMILLS LTD. — 
General Store - Imperial Oil Pro- 
ducts - Builders’ Supplies - Inter- 


CORKY’S SERVICE — Home Gas & 
Oil - General Repairs - Welding. 


BURNS LAKE, B.C. 


STAR PLANING MILLS 

Spruce & Pine Lumber 

Sawmill: Babine Lake 
Planing Mill & Yard: Burns Lake 
Head Office: Burns Lake, B.C. 


TWEEDSMUIR HOTEL — (Completed 
in 1950) “Ultra Modern Rooms With 
Bath.” Make Reservations Well In 
Advance. 


J. & D. CONSTRUCTION 
Contractors - Builders - Roofers 


NEW OMINECA & TWEEDSMUIR 
CAFES 

Light Lunches Full Course Meals 
Good Food - uick Service 

BURNS. LAKE HARDWARE & GAR- 
AGE LTD. — Chevrolet & Oldsmo- 
bile Dealers - Sporting Goods 
Builders’ Supplies - Furniture 


BABINE LUMBER CO. LTD. — Rough 
& Dressed Spruce & Pine Lumber. 


LOG CABIN SNACK BAR & ROOMS 
Home Cooked Meals - Reasonable 


———— 
PERCY’S POOL PARLOUR — Soft 


Drinks, ‘Tobaccos, Confectionery. 


DECKER LAKE B.C. 


S. ANDERSON & CO. — General Mer- 


chants - Groceries - Meats - Fish 

Feed - Drygoods - Hunting & Fish- 

ing Supplies. 

DECKER LAKE AUTO COURT 
Clean Housekeeping Cabins 


RAY’S. COFFEE BAR — Light Lunches 


Ice Cream. 


ROSE LAKE COFFEE BAR — Short 
Orders, Lunches, Sandwiches, Ice 


TOPLEY, JBC: 


TOPLEY HOTEL & GENERAL STORE 


Modern - Gas, 


TOPLEY GARAGE & TAXI — (C. L. 
Watson) General Repairs - Imperial 


HOUSTON, B.C. 


HOUSTON CASH & CARRY — Qual- 
ity Groceries, Drygoods and Hard- 


TELKWA, B.C. 


F. W. A. MAPLETON — Novelties & 
Gifts, Patent Medicines, Sporting 
Goods, Fishing Tackle. 

BULKLEY VALLEY CREAMERY — 
Makers of “BULKLEY VALLEY” 
Brand Butter. 


BULKLEY VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
ASS’N — Central Selling Agency for 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


EBY’S HARDWARE — Shelf & Heavy 
Hardware - 5 to 25 Cent Depart- 
ment - Dry Goods. 


HOTEL HUDSON 
Fully Modern 
Fully Licensed 


BOVILL MOTORS — Chrysler-Ply- 
mouth Cars, Fargo Trucks - Weld- 
ing & General Repairs - Imperial 
Oil Products. 


SMITHERS GARAGE }),.TD.—General 
Motors Dealers - Chevrolet Spec- 
ialists. 


THE PRINCESS SHOPPE — For 
Gifts - RCA Victor, Columbia, Dec- 
ca & Scandinavian Records. 


MILTON’S POOL ROOM 


Tobaccos - Confectionery - Coffee 
LEACH BROTHERS — (Herb, Bill, 
Archie) Groceries - Fresh Fruit 


“NICLI” The Jeweller 
Expert Watch Repairs 
WATSON’S STORE LTD. 
Groceries, Meats - Flour and Feeds 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 


WALL’S TAXI — 3 Cars - Courteous 
Drivers - Tel. Day 48, Night 76. 
Charter Trips Anywhere. 


HAZELTON, B.C. 
ARTS GARAGE 


Complete Repair Servce — Welding 
WAZELTON HOTEL — Clean & Com- 
fortable, Hot and Cold Water 


NEW HAZELTON CAFE—Good Food,. 
Tobaccos, Confectionery. 


TERRACE, B.C. 


TERRACE HOTEL — Fully Licensed 
“Headquarters For Commercial 
Travellers and Sportsmen when in 

TERRACE, BC.” 


The HOME GRILL — (M. Hauser) 
“The Best Steaks In The North” 
Soft Drinks, Confectionery. Tobacc 
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TERRACE DEUGS — (B. R. Dodds) 
“Everything In Drugs.” 


£. T. KENNEY LTD. — Real Estate 
Notary - Insurance Box 4 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. _ 


RAINBOW LAK= AUTO COUKT— 
Coffee Bar - Cabins - Shell Products 
16 miles from Prince Rupert on Main 
Highway 


Modern. 


WATTS & NICKERSON—The Men’s 
Store - Carrying the Finest in 
Clotuing & Furnishings. 


PARAMOUNT CAFE — (Harry Chow, 
propr.) Specializing in Chow Mein 


& Chop §S - SEA FOODS 

& CHOPS, Port Edwards 

REX C Osite Prince Rupert 
Hotel - CHOP SUEY & CHOW 


MEIN Our Specialty. 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
Fully Licenced - Modern 


SANDY’S CAFE AND LUNCH BAR— 
Specializing in Italian Food. 


HOLLYWOOD CAFE 
Prince Ruperit’s Newest and 


Most Modern 
Specializing in Chinese Dishes 


__DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


DAWSON AUTO ELECTRIC—(Brin- 
son & McLevis, Proprietors) Mag- 
neto, Generator, Carburetor, Fuel 
Pump and Tune-up Service - 


BLUEBIRD CAFE — (Aurele Carrier 
propr.) Rooms & Excellent Food 
Open 24 Hous Every Day. 


Men's Wear - Boots & Shoes - A 
Complete Line of Quality Groceries. 


For Hardy Fruit Trees & Shrubs Write 
ALASKA HIGHWAY NURSERIES 


FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 
CURISTON & BAKER — Public Ac- 


countants - Income Tax Specialists 
Auditing, 


ROCHE’S STORE — Tourist Heaa- 
quarters - Kodaks - Color Film 
Radios - Novelties 


CARL’S MACHINE SHOP — Complete 
Motor Rebuilding - Portable Welder. 


SPICER’S BAKERY — “Sweet Krust” 
Bread - Quality Cakes & Pastries. 

ALCAN COFFEE BAR—Open 24 Hours 

__A Day - Meals - Lunches 

FORT SY. JCHN FURNITUE CO. — 
Floor Covering, Furniture, Bagyage, 


ALASKA HIGHWAY 


CHARLIE LAKE CAFE G. Dodd 
‘Home Cooked Meals’’ Mile 52 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


NEESON’S HARDWARE — Sporting 
Goods, Radios, Electrical Supplies, 
& Maytag Washing Machines, 
Builders’ Hardware, Glidden Paints, 
Plumbing & Heating Contractors. 


BURNS & CO. LTD. 
— Wholesale & Retail — 
Fresh, Cured & Canned Meats 
Tel. 2311 


Box 46 WHITEHORE 


YUKON JEWELLERY & NOVELTY SHOP 
R. G. Lee Klondyke Gold Nuggets 
and Jewellery 


GLEASON’S NEW & SECOND HAND 
— STORE — 
CLOTHING - HARDWARE-FURNITURE 


**You'll have to point him out to me madam...’ 


NORTHWEST DIGEST, February, 1952 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY- cont. 


ROSS & HALDANE 
Manufacturing Jewellers & Watch Makers 
Expert Repairs 


WHITEHORSE PHARMACY 
Complete Drug Service 
Tobaccos, Magazines 
Kodaks, Films, Photo Finishing 


MAC‘S NEWSTAND Magazines, Novelties 
Cigarettes - Candy Bars - Smokers Supplies 


MAYO, Y.T. 


DROTT‘S GARAGE 
“Wer're Small - but we are growing FAST" 


Guns & Ammunition 


THE CERTIFIED GENUINE CANA- 
DIAN ROSS .303 Model 10 High 
Powered 6 Shot Repeaters. 

Service Model with 30 inch barrel - 
$19.51. 

Adapted Sporter Model with 24 inch 
barrel - $23.95. 
Our Gunsmith’s 


Special Sporter 


with 24 inch barrel and hand-fin- 


ished stock, select quality - $29.95. 
All rifles fully guaranteed. 
1 or 2 boxes .303 ammunition with 
rifle order - $2.45 per box of 20 
rounds. 
We invite enquiries from Dealers. 
Free illustratd folder available. 
THE HUNTERS SUPPLY COMPANY, 
193 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario. 


HUNTER’S SPECIAL! .303 SHORT 
Lee Enfield (S.M.L.E.) Mark II ten 
shot and Brtish Enfield P-14 six 
shot Deluxe Sporting Model Rifles, 
highest quality, finest hand finish- 
ed polished stock, complete with 
swivels, carrying sling, nitro-proof- 
ed, fully guaranteed. $110 value, 
only $33.95. (Do not confuse with 

Ross model.) We ship C.O.D, 
promptly. Sportsmen’s Wholesale 
Supply, 2098 St. Catherine West, 
Montreal Que. 


THE AMAZINGLY ACCURATE HIGH 
POWER CANADIAN ROSS 303 RE- 
PEATING RIFLES — Three Models 
to choose from, with 20 inch, 24 inch 
and 30 inch barrels. Fully Guaran- 
teed - $39.50. 

Write for free illustrated folder. 
Dealers’ Enquiries Invited. 
Special: .303 High Velocity Am- 
munition at $1.95 per box of 20 
rounds with rifie order. 

TARGET SALES COMPANY, 

270 Durocher Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 


Fur Buyers 


TOP Prices For ALL British Columbia 
Furs!—Our prices reflecting World- 
Markets are the HIGHEST available 
anywhere. Try ‘“SHUBERT'’— you'll 
be pleasantly surprised with results. 
Price Lists, Tags, etc. on request. 
Dept. 15, A. B. SHUBERT Co., Win- 
nipeg. Fur Shipments to - 428 Ham- 
ilton St., VANCOUVER. 


JOB’S COMFORTER 
continued from page 12 


gun from a Siwash.’’ 

“Hold on a minute, you guys,’’ 
called Bill. ‘‘Come in and listen to 
this from Job’s Lamentations. Job 
andI would sure have been pals if we 
could ever have gotten together. We 
have so much in common. He surely 
must have seen this aluminum thing 
coming. ’’ 

They laid down their hands and 
crowded into the back room for they 
all knew Protestant Bill and liked him. 
Mexican Tom alone remained behind. 
Bill picked up the big Bible and opened * 
itup. “‘Here it is. From the Metrical 
Version -- Zophars Third Address. 
Any time any of you hombres think 
you are out of luck, just read a couple 
of chapters of ‘Job.’ Shut up Murphy, 
and listen to how he described this 
aluminum project centuries ago. Here 
goes.’’ 


“‘Man lays his hand upon the flinty rocks: 
The hills he overturneth by their roots. 
He cutteth water channels in the rocks; 
His eye detecteth every precious thing. 
The over-flowing floods he doth restrain; 
The hidden things he bringeth forth to Light. 
But WISDOM, -- Where can wisdom be obtained?”’ 


The poker players moved back to 
the adjoining room. The beans lay in 
little heaps, but the piles of silver 
and the fat bank-roll were missing. 
So was Mexican Tom. He had left a 
note which read as follows:- ‘‘If the 
high cost of livingkeeps up, hombres, 
beans willbe worthmore than money. ’’ 
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WHITEHORSE to MAYO, Y.T. 


Carmacks Hotel 


Meals - Tavern 
1190 MILES FROM WHITEHORSE 
- ON THE ROAD TO NORTH 
AMERICA’S RICHEST SILVER-LEAD MINES 


Rooms = 


Israel's Coffee Bar 


Gas - Oil - Meals 


HALFWAY FROM 
WHITEHORSE TO ELSA x 
“ON THE TRAIL OF 98” 

MINEO! i. T- 


CHATEAU MAYO 


Fully Licensed - Cafe In Connection 
24 Hour Taxi Service 


MAYO, Y.T. 


Sallys Coffee Shon 
& BILLIARD HALL 


Magazines - Lunches - Confectionery 


Soft Drinks 
MAYO, Y. T. 


SILVER INN 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
MIL@ FUROVICH, MIKE FRANICH 
FORMERLY MANAGEMENT OF 
ROYAL ALEXANDRIA HOTEL, 
OF DAWSON CITY, Y.T. 
FULLY LICENSED — REASONABLE RATES 
CAFE IN CONNECTION 


MAYO, Y. T. 


WHITEHORSE - 


TAYLOR 


chicanery that has been shamelessly 
brought to bear on this unfortunate 
man in an effort to break his will. 

‘‘Your Honor, I demand that the 
recording device in that back room be 
brought forth and exposed, so that all 
may see and learn the part it is play- 
ing in this diabolical hoax. ’’ 

The Judge pondered, ‘‘Very well?’ 
he saidat last, ‘‘the objection is sus- 
tained. Mr. Woolridge, youmay com- 
ply with the wishes of the Counsel. ’’ 

There was a slight noise in the 
back room and Woolridge entered, 
carrying an early model of an Edison 
phonograph with a long, trumpet-like 
horn, and set it on the Judge’s desk. 

“‘Ha!’’ exclaimed the Counsel in 
evident satisfaction. ‘‘ And now we have 
this contraption out in the light, may 
I have the pleasure of asking our prin- 
ciple witness, Mr. Woolridge a few 
more questions?”’’ 

There were no objections voiced 
and without hesitation, Woolridge 
stepped over to the witness stand. 

Slowly Boedecker advanced, until 
he stood within a yard of the witness. 
“Mr. Woolridge, ’’he said witha grim, 
menacing smile on his heavily-jowled 
face. ‘‘I feel that you should be com- 
plimented for the ingenuity you have 
displayed in your pettifogging repro- 
duction of a murder drama. Andnow 
that the prestidigitation is over, will 
you kindly admit before this Court 
that it was nothing more than a grand 
and glorified farce to intimidate the 
Defendent ?’’ 

‘‘Mr.Counsel,’’was the cool reply, 
‘‘what this Court has just heard from 
that machine is a genuine recording 
of the words uttered by the Defendent 
and his late wife in the ice chamber 


- Gateway to the Yukon 


& DRURY 


LIMITED 
Yukon’s Leading Merchants for over Fifty Years 


CALL AND SEE US 


RICHARDS TRANSPORTATION & GARAGE 


CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH CALS & FARGO TRUCKS 


Dealers For The YUKON Territory 
COMPLETE GARAGE 
CHRYCO PARTS & 


The WHITEHORSE INN 


FOR THE BEST IN ACCOMMODATION. SINGLE 
OR DOUBLE ROOMS WITH OR WITHOUT BATH 
OR SHOWER. 


WHITEHORSE INN CAFE 


Open 24 Hours a Day. 


OPERATED BY 


WHITEHORSE HOTELS LTD. 


a 


SERVICE 
ACCESSORIES 


INN TAVERN 


Open Daily Except Sunday. 


under his pavilion on the eve of Sept- 
ember second. ”’ 

‘‘What ?Mr. Woolridge, do you still 
insist in keeping up this ridiculous 
hawuespecus Remenber you are 
under oath!’’ 

‘‘Asa former police officer, I am 
fully aware of my status. ’’ 

‘‘Then, will you deny that on Sept- 
ember the second, you were in person 
at Victoria and that this recording 
device was not within two hundred 
miles of the scene?’’ 

It was a poignant question, and 
Boedecker felt he had played his ace 
in the hole, and he turned slightly to 
see its effect on the Jury. 

‘‘T’11 make no attempt to deny that 
statement,’’ was the startling reply 
from the witness. ‘‘I was in Victoria 
at the time, and the recording mach- 
ine along with the acetylene heating 
element was not delivered here, until 
September twelfth. ’’ 

‘‘And you still persist that the re- 
cording is genuine? My God! Your 
Honor,’’ the Counsel cried out in ex- 
asperation, ‘‘if this Court can accept 
the testimony of this witness, then it 
would believe in Santa Claus!’’ 

The Judge raised his hand to his 
face, and partly concealed a rather 
un-judicial grin. ‘‘He’s'your witness 
Mr.Counsel. You may demand an 
explanation. ”’ 


TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT MONTH 


& JEST IN FUN f® 


The young doctor and his new bride 
were honeymooning in the mountains. 
Overcome by the scenic beauty the 
new bride exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, Leo darl- 
ing, aren’t those clouds a fantasy of 
colour ?”’ 

The doctor nodded. ‘‘Yeah, that 
one over there in particular attracts 
me. Do you know dear, that’s exactly 
the colour of a cirrhotic liver. ’’ 


-o0000- 


A youthful army doctor in a lonely 
South Pacific outpost had diagnosed 
the illness of a staff sergeant, but 
with limited facilities was stumped 
as to correct treatment, so wired 
the nearest base hospital, ‘‘Have a 
case of Beriberi. What shall I do?’’ 

A prankster at the hospital wired 
back, ‘‘Give it to the Marines. They’ ll 


drink anything. ’’ 


Aane4 Cafe Barkeno 
MEALS - LUNCHES - SANDWICHES 
TOBACCOS - SUNDRIES 
KENO CITY, Y.T. 
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Luerything for “Tif the Builder 


Donnacona insulation Board,Gyproc wallboard. 
All pupers & putent roofings, paints & builders hardware. 


H.J. GARDNER & SONS LTD. 


Brick, Lime, Sash, Doors etc. Our own mills fordimension Jumber 


A Full Line of Plywoods 


Quesnel 
- Wells 


Williams Lake 


British Columbia 


Me 


aS 
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Subscribe Now! 


Keep abreast of the times with 
NORTHWEST DIGEST - Learn what 
is going on in the Cariboo, Central 
B.C. . the Peace River andthe Yukon- 
Canada’s virtually untapped Treasure 


Chest abounding in Game and Natural 
Resources. 


Rates: $2.50 per year in Canada or the 
United Kingdom - U.S.A. and foreign 
$3.00 per year 


Sunset on Stuart Lake photo, courtesy B.C. Gov't. Travel Bureau 


Fill in names and addresses on lines below for one or more 
subscriptions, and mail to Cariboo Digest Ltd., Quesnel, B.C. 


PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME NAME 
ADDRESS ADDRESS 


PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


years 


If the above are Gift Subscriptions, be sure to give your own name 
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“GATERPILLAR™ D4— 
HT4 TRAXCAVATOR 


TEAM: . 


» Geared-to-the-ground traction of a 
“Caterpillar” Diesel D4 Tractor crowds 
heaped loads into the bucket of a hy- 
draulically-operated HT4. Traxcayator 
every time—and every load is a heaping 
load of profit! 

The team is designed and built to do 
an unlimited variety of tasks at low-cost 
—excavating, loading, dozing, backfill- 


ing and others—with maximum visibil- 


ity of work being done. 
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NELSON CRANBROOK . 


/* 
VERNON | 
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There are four other Traxcavator 
profit-makers, with bucket capac- 
ities of 2 to 4 cubic yards, to match 
the work-ability of “Caterpillar” 
Diesel D2, D4, D6 and D7 Tractors. 


Engine power is converted into big 
digging effort... a choice of five speeds 
enables the unit to meet every ground 
condition in loading, hauling or dump- 
ing. Hydraulic control is sure, fast and 
accurate—permits controlled dumping 
at any level. 

You, too, can get in on these loads of 
profit. Our sales engineers can tell—and 
show—you how and where the team can 


work for you. Call us—now! 


bo all 
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 


C0. LTD. 


VANCOUVER 
PRINCE GEORGE 


940. STATION ST; 


PRINCE RUPERT 


+ 


> 


\S ; oo & 
A = WS Pe 


